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THE UNITED WAY’S EVOLUTION

Agency taking a more active role in 
addressing Chatham’s most pressing needs
BY BILL HORNER III

News + Record Staff

The United Way of  Cha-
tham County has been serv-
ing the county as an indepen-
dent affiliate of  the national 
United Way for nearly four 
decades. But its mission had 
a fundamental shift in the 
last year that coincided with 
changes and growth within 
Chatham itself. 

“For the seven years now 
that I’ve been working here, 
we’ve been hearing ‘change 
is coming, change is com-

ing,’” said Katie Childs, who 
became executive director 
of  the UWCC two years ago 
after working earlier for the 
organization in a support 
staff role. “Well, change is 
now here. So how do we 
respond that?”

That question was central 
in conversations the UWCC’s 
board had while engaged 
in strategic planning work 
during 2022 — looking, too, 
at how COVID-19 changed 
the needs inside Chatham 
County, and how existing 
nonprofits were adapting 

during tumultuous times.

Addressing critical 
needs

The United Way’s mission 
had been simply to increase 
the financial and human 
resources available to Cha-
tham residents through its 
partnering agencies. It did 
that — and still does that 
— with an extended annual 
fundraising effort through 
businesses, neighborhoods 
and individuals, generating 
donations as an umbrella 

organization serving 15 local 
nonprofits, including the 
Boys & Girls Clubs, Commu-
nities In Schools, Chatham 
County 4-H, the Salvation 
Army and Chatham Literacy 
Council.

As part of  this evolution, 
Childs said, “we dropped the 
first part” — which focused 
primarily on fundraising 
and grant-making — and 
instead homed in on a simple 
objective.

“Our new mission is to 

CAMARADERIE & REVVING ENGINES

Chapel Ridge’s Classic Car Club aims 
to unite community through cars

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — When Chris 
Tighe and his wife, Debbie 
Zastocki, moved to Chapel 
Ridge from New Jersey two 
years ago, they brought along 
their prized four-door, bright 
blue with white trim 1957 
Chevrolet Bel Air Station 
Wagon.

And when Shayne O’Neill 
queried neighbors through 
the Chapel Ridge newsletter 
about interest in starting a 
classic car club there, Tighe 
and Zastocki — she’d owned 
the ‘57 wagon since first 
receiving her driver’s license 
— jumped at the chance.

“We managed to gather — 
all through email — around 
20 people who were inter-
ested,” Tighe said. “So this 
thing’s basically just getting 
rolling.”

The Chapel Ridge Classic 
Car Club met for the first time 
just before Thanksgiving, and 
O’Neill said it gave classic car 
owners in the community a 
chance to connect about their 
shared interest in vintage 
vehicles. 

“We counted somewhere in 
the neighborhood of  15 classic 
cars in Chapel Ridge, which is 
a pretty good nucleus to start 

with,” O’Neill said. “A num-
ber of  people turned out 

— we had 

people who had classic cars 
and they drove them up there. 
We had people who were in 
the process of  buying a classic 
car, and they just wanted to 
pick our brains for what they 
should do.”

Classic cars are deemed as 
such by their age: at least 20 
to 25 years old. Their owners 
sometimes go to extreme 
lengths to restore them, 
usually with the goal of  mak-
ing them look even better 

than the day the cars were 
wheeled off the factory floor.

Restoring these cars usually 
requires a specific level of  ex-
pertise that everyday mechan-
ics don’t have — upholsterers, 
specialist mechanics and 
more. Tighe said that’s why a 
classic car club is important: 
among other things, it allows 
members to share who they 
go to when they need help in 

Photo courtesy of the United Way  
of Chatham County

Katie Childs, United Way’s executive 
director.

COA, News 
+ Record to 
launch ‘6 
over 60’
CN+R Staff Report

PITTSBORO — The North 
Carolina State Demographer’s 
Office indicated that in 2022, 
Chatham County was home to 
the 10th-highest percentage of  
population over the age of  65.

With explosive growth on tap 
in Chatham, that number only 
stands to increase exponen-
tially in the coming years. For 
the county to realize its full po-
tential, the 28% of  its residents 
which fall into that category 
will continue to play a pivotal 
role in shaping its future.

Given that age does not 
have to be a limiting factor in 
authoring a meaningful con-
tribution to the cultural, civic 
and community discourse, 
the Chatham County Council 
on Aging and the Chatham 
News + Record are partnering 
to launch an annual effort 
recognizing the best of  these 
with the inaugural “6 over 60” 
award.

Nominated by the public and 
identified by a five-member 
selection committee, six award 

Courtesy of Chris Tighe

Chris Tighe stands with his wife, Debbie Zastocki, in front of their 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air 
Station Wagon at a car show in New Jersey. 
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SHE ENJOYED ‘THE DAILY GRIND’ 

Former Commissioner Diana Hales reflects  
on her eight years serving Chatham

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

Few people in Chatham County have 
as much knowledge about the intrica-
cies and nuances of  local government 
as Diana Hales. 

During her eight years as Chatham 
County Commissioner, the now-75-
year-old Hales oversaw historic chang-
es that will affect the future trajectory 
of  the county. From the removal of  the 

Confederate monument in front of  the 
Pittsboro Courthouse to paving the way 

for the likes of  Vin-
Fast and Wolfspeed to 
change the economic 
future of  the region, 
she voted on plenty 
of  headline-making 
moments.

But to her, it isn’t 
those headline mo-
ments that define her 

two terms in office, but rather what 
Hales calls “the daily grind.” The 
things people don’t see — like the re-
zoning requests and tax policy changes 
— are what excited Hales about local 
government. 

As Karen Howard, chairperson of  the 
Chatham Commissioners, said at Hales’ 
final board meeting, “All the things we 
all value about Chatham but many of  
us take for granted,” Howard said, “Di-
ana has had the foresight and fortitude 

to stand up and defend those things.”
Among her colleagues on the board, 

Hales earned notariety for sending 
lengthy Sunday night email messages 
before Monday board meetings. Each 
was chock full of  questions about 
agenda items and ideas for improving 
policies. Her colleagues also revered 
her as doing “the yeoman’s share” of  
the work on the board through a keen 

See HALES, page A6
Hales
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• Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the corona-
virus pandemic. Verify 
with organizers prior to 
events.

ON THE AGENDA
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under reno-
vation. The Planning 
and Community Devel-
opment Department is 
now located on the first 
floor and can be accessed 
through the front door 
to City Hall (door facing 
North Second Avenue). 
Public parking is avail-
able in the town parking 
lot located along the 100 
block of  East 3rd Street 
(parking lot is located 
between North 2nd Ave-
nue and North Chatham 
Avenue).
• Chatham Communi-
ty Library to Present 
Virtual Film Screening: 
Uphill All the Way; In 
recognition of  Mental 
Wellness Month in Jan-
uary, Chatham Commu-
nity Library will host a 
virtual film screening of  
Uphill All the Way (2000). 
This program is free 
and open to the public, 
Thursday, January 12 
– Thursday, January 
19, a Virtual Program. 
This is the astounding 
true story of  five trou-
bled teenage girls who 
face the challenge of  
their lives. Access to the 
virtual screening will 
be available beginning 
Thursday, January 
12, by visiting https://
www.wmm.com/vir-
tual-screening-room/
uphill-all-the-way-
watch-page-chatham-
community-library. A 
password is required 
at the time of  viewing. 
Those interested may 
contact social.library@
chathamlibraries.org 
to request the password 
or for additional infor-
mation. The library has 
purchased a hard copy of  
the film if  residents who 
wish to see the film miss 
the virtual screening 
window. Residents may 
also visit the libraries’ 
website www.chatham-
libraries.org, or contact 
the Library at (919) 545-
8084 or rita.vanduinen@
chathamlibraries.org 
for more information on 
this and other events and 
programs.
• Chatham County 
Public Libraries to host 
Winter Reading BINGO 
Challenge - Children and 
teens are invited to par-
ticipate at all Chatham 
County Public Libraries 
branches from January 
3 through February 11. 
The Challenge, spon-
sored by the Friends of  
the Chatham Commu-
nity Library, is open 
to youth ages 2 thru18. 
Readers participate by 
picking up a reading 
BINGO sheet at their 
local library branch and 
completing a 5-in-a-row 
BINGO to earn a free 
book (one book per par-
ticipant, while supplies 
last). All readers who 
complete at least one 
BINGO will be entered 
into a drawing for a $50 

Gift Card to McIntyre’s 
Books. For more infor-
mation about the Winter 
Reading BINGO Chal-
lenge, or other youth 
events and programs 
at the Public Libraries, 
contact youth.services@
chathamlibraries.org or 
visit www.chathamli-
braries.org.
• The Chatham Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District announces its 
2022-2023 conservation 
poster, essay, and public 
speaking contests. The 
theme for this year is 
“Water … The Cycle of  
Life.” All contests are 
open to public, private, 
charter, and home 
school students. The 
poster contest is open to 
students in grades 3, 4, 
and 5. Essay and public 
speaking contests are 
open to grades 6, 7, 8, and 
9-12. Entries are judged 
by grade level, with the 
exception of  grades 
9-12. Grades 9-12 will be 
judged together for each 
contest. - Poster and 
essay contest entries are 
due to the Chatham Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District office located at 
1192 US 64 W Business, 
Pittsboro, NC, 27312 by 
February 28, 2023. Those 
who wish to compete in 
the public speaking con-
test will need to contact 
Education Coordinator, 
Brandy Oldham, by 
January 16, 2023. -- For 
complete details, rules, 
study materials, and N.C. 
curriculum standards 
correlation information, 
individuals may contact 
Ms. Oldham at 919-545-
8440 or brandy.oldham@
chathamcountync.gov. 
Information also can 
be found by visiting the 
Chatham Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
Conservation Contests 
web page under the Ed-
ucation Programs link, 
www.chathamcountync.
gov/swcd.
• CORA will hold its 
11th annual Empty 
Bowls Event on Sunday, 
March 19, at Galloway 
Ridge. Tickets will go on 
sale in February. They 
are now requesting 
in-kind donations of  
pottery for this event. 
Please include business 
cards or brochures 
with your pottery to be 
displayed at the event. 
They ask that all pottery 
be donated to CORA 
by January 20, and if  
you need it to be picked 
up, get in touch with 
Rebecca at rebecca@
corafoodpantry.org or 
919-491-5896. 
• St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.
• The Chatham Histor-
ical Museum is open 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 11 a.m. until 
4 p.m. We will be fol-

lowing the governor’s 
directives. Adult and kid 
friendly; no admission 
fee. Our permanent 
exhibits cover all aspects 
of  Chatham’s unique 
history. The museum is 
located in the historic 
Chatham County Court-
house in the Circle. More 
info at https://chatham-
history.org.
• The Chatham Arts 
Council has put to-
gether a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief  
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• Second Bloom will be 
closed for the holidays 
on New Years Eve. Our 
winter hours are from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Tuesday 
until Saturday. Credit 
cards are accepted. We 
are located at 630 E. 
Street, Pittsboro, in the 
Food Lion shopping cen-
ter. All proceeds provide 
support for survivors 
of  domestic violence 
and sexual assault and 
promote community edu-
cation in collaboration 
with Chatham County.
• Foster and/or adop-
tive information: Give 
children a safe place 
to grow. Interested in 
becoming a Foster and/
or Adoptive parent? Call 
919-642-6956 to learn 
more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 
Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Cha-
tham, Western Wake, 
Lee, Orange and Ala-
mance counties meets in 
Pittsboro and is open to 
all riders. For informa-
tion, call 919-392-3939 or 
visit www.chathamCBA.
com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting 
— Pittsboro Serenity 
Seekers Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Chatham 
Community Church, in 
the lower level of  Cha-
tham Mill.

SCOUT NEWS 
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.
• Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear 
Creek meets at 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Meroney’s 
U.M.C., following the 
school calendar. See 
http://pack900.com for 
more information.

News + Record’s offices 
 for New Year’s Day holiday
The News + Record’s offices will be 

closed on Monday, Jan. 2, for the New 
Year’s Day holiday.

Ad deadline for the Jan. 5-11 edition 
is noon on Friday, Dec. 30. Email ad-
vertising@chathamnr.com for adver-
tising-related questions and news@
chathamnr.com for news tips and to 

share stories with the newspaper’s 
newsroom. Newsroom staff will be 
working remotely on Monday, Jan. 2.

Many local businesses and gov-
ernment offices and offices of  local 
service providers will be closed all or 
part of  Monday, Jan. 2, in observance 
of  New Year’s Day.

HOLLAND CHAPEL AME ZION 
CHURCH 

The New Year Watch Night service 
will be held at 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 31, at Holland Chapel AME Zion 
Church. Our guest will be recording 

artist Sanina Barber. 
Our New Year Day worship service 

will be held at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Jan. 
1, in the church auditorium. 

All are welcome to either or both of  
these events. 

CHURCH NEWS

“Christmas in Bennett”
The Tri-County Ruritan Club would like to thank everyone for 

their attendance and participation in the Christmas 
in Bennett Celebration. 

We wish you all a happy and prosperous new year. 

Our Christmas tree was decorated with red bows in Honor and Memory of:  
Judy Anderson, Frog & Donna Applewhite, Cathryn Bennett, Gurney & Nancy 

Brady, Bunn Brewer, Nellie Brewer, Linda Brewer, Junior (Albert) Brown, Bobby 
Cardwell, Billy Champion, Jimmy Cox, Linda Cox, Evelynn & Raymond Cress, 

Irene Davis, Milton Dillingham, Josh Toby Dixon, Lillian Ferree, Eugene & Maggie 
Frye, Burl Frye, Danny Handcock Sr, Calvin & Betty Hayes, Leslie Hayes, Nancy 

Hicks, Bonnie Hill, Travis Hill, Margie Hussey, Boob Hussey, Alfred & Linda 
Hussey, Kinney Hussey, John & Lena Jones, Howard Jones, Treva May Kidd, 

Minnie & Hamp Kivett, Farrell & Ellen Lambert, Eugene Maness, Judy Maness, 
Peggy Minton, Ethel & Albert Monroe, Jimmy Payne, Peggy Phillips, Lewis Poe, 

Tess Purdue, Ocia Purvis, Lennie Purvis, Lottie Purvis, Becky Routh, Robert 
Sickelbaugh, Dixie Smith, Linda Staley, Bobby Thomerson, Clyde & Vada Wallace, 

Lee Weidner, John White, Rhonda, Rebecca & Teresa, Mimi & Papa
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address the most critical needs 
of  Chatham County residents 
— period,” she said.

“So that puts us in a much 
more active role than just 
raising money and making 
grants with that money,” 
Childs explained. “It really 
puts us in this central position 
to offer catalytic leadership to 
really move the needle on those 
needs.”

The shift was both strate-
gic and necessary, she said, 
because local United Way 
agencies and other nonprofits 
are “so overwhelmed” trying 
to meet the basic needs of  their 
own clients and raising funds 
from other sources to keep the 
doors open.

“There’s no capacity left 
for any one of  them to step 
forward and say, you know, 
housing is an issue, or home-
lessness is an issue, or food 
insecurity or equitable youth 
education opportunities are is-
sues,” Childs said — meaning, 
she added, no single entity is 
assigned the responsibility for 
the most pressing needs at any 
given moment.

“So that’s how we envi-
sion the United Way’s role 
changing in this new wave of  
development,” she said. “We 
envisioned ourselves becoming 
more of  an active participant 
and an active leader in the 
coordination of  addressing 
community needs.”

Childs emphasizes the Unit-
ed Way isn’t a service provider 
like the CORA Food Pantry or 
El Futuro or Chatham Cares 
Pharmacy, also among the 
agencies it helps fund.

“We don’t deliver service in 
any way,” she said. “But we 
can financially support those 
who are — and then we can 
coordinate some consolidated 
efforts around truly trying to 
move the needle on some big 
goals.”

And right now, that need 
involves housing and serving 
the homeless.

Driving the homeless 
effort

Chatham County’s afford-
able housing shortage is 
well-documented. And while 
the housing market has cooled 
slightly, earlier in 2022 the 
median price for homes being 
sold in the county hit $600,000 
— for many, an unimaginable 
number in a county where two-
thirds of  renters earn less than 
80% of  the federally-defined 
average median income.

Earlier in 2022, the UWCC 
was approached by commu-
nity members and Stephanie 
Watkins-Cruz, at the time 
Chatham County government’s 
policy analyst, about helping 
to facilitate a new housing 
and homelessness “working 
group.” In the meantime, 
Watkins-Cruz left the county — 
she’s now director of  housing 
policy at the North Carolina 
Housing Coalition in Durham 
— and the county has begun 
work to develop its own formal 
housing division. That left the 
working group on its own, in 
a way, to address housing and 
homelessness.

And with a knowledge gap 
when it came to knowing exact-
ly what to do next.

Childs said some members 
of  the working group — which 
now numbers more than 70 
people from two dozen orga-
nizations — met with a con-
sulting group called Partners 
for Impact, which is helping to 
lead housing cooperatives in 
other N.C. counties. Chatham 
County agreed to help fund the 
consultant’s involvement, and 
the United Way is helping to 
manage the work and coordi-
nate with partnering groups. 
Those groups include Love 
Chatham and the Salvation 
Army of  Chatham County — 
both of  which have been heav-
ily engaged in providing assis-
tance for Chatham’s homeless 
population — and other groups 
like Central Piedmont Commu-
nity Action, Chatham Hospital, 
Second Bloom, the Chatham 
Sheriff’s Office, Habitat for 
Humanity and the county’s 
already-formed Affordable 
Housing Advisory Committee.

Those involved says it’s hard 
to put an exact number on Cha-
tham’s homeless population, 
which have been aided with 
temporary housing through 
help from Love Chatham and 
the Salvation Army.

A “robust” count is planned 
for January, but for right now 
the working group is busy. It 
was awarded federal and local 
grants including $40,000 from 
Housing & Urban Development 
and $10,000 from Chatham 
County to hire a Street Out-
reach Coordinator whose job 
is to increase the ability of  
those in need to connect with 
vital local services through the 
outreach of  a navigator. A part-
nership formed through the 
working group has resulted in 
the utilization of  15 emergency 
housing vouchers (provided by 
HUD) in Chatham — meaning 
that 15 individuals or families 
will be provided housing for 
at least a year, and have an op-
portunity to renew and extend 

the voucher if  they still meet 
eligibility criteria after the first 
year.

On the front lines
The group has also utilized 

referral and client tracking 
software from partners Childs 
says “are on the front lines” 
of  housing service delivery 
—  Love Chatham, the Salva-
tion Army, Central Piedmont 
Community Action, and Social 
Services, in addition to the 
United Way — allowing for 
less duplication and more 
collaborative efforts to provide 
elevated level of  service to 
those in need.

And the working group con-
tinues to meet and expand.

Meanwhile, amid that effort, 
Childs and her United Way 
staff — Alane Coore, the fi-
nance officer and volunteer co-
ordinator, and Shelley Smith, 
who coordinates outreach 
— are working to wrap up the 
2022 fundraising effort. This 
year’s Chatham campaign, 
which technically ends Dec. 31, 
is short of  its $750,000 goal.

“We have a little more than 
25% to go, which, you know, is 
more than I would like to say,” 
Childs said. 

Childs said she’s often asked 
by people in Chatham County 
why they should donate to the 
United Way rather than giving 
directly to agencies the United 
Way supports. She points to 
the Homeless and Housing 
Working group as a “real life” 
example of  why.

“No single agency in Cha-
tham County has been able 
to convene as many decision 
makers and key players 
around the table and focus on 
a single issue,” she said, “and 
really, truly build solutions 
around that because they’re 
all very busy with their own 
missions, their own full-time 
work. So by giving to United 
Way, you’re supporting the 
agency, certainly, but you’re 
also allowing for this level of  
leadership to be placed on top 
of  that — so that all of  our 
agencies can work in unison 
to achieve kind of  this larger 
goal larger than any one of  us 
could do on our own.”

Childs said donors no longer 
want to simply fund programs. 
They want to make investment 
in substantive, transformative 
change. And because there’s 
such a huge divide in Chatham 
between those who have and 
those who have not, she said, 
the needs and opportunities 
are aligning in a way never 
seen before.

So what better way than 
helping to close those gaps 
than through the United Way?, 

she asks. Chatham residents 
and business that give to the 
United Way through tax-de-
ductible donations enable the 
organization to support 15 local 
nonprofits. In 2021, the UW-
CC’s annual campaign raised 
$733,000 — the most money in 
its 36-year history, surpassing 
its already-ambitious goal of  
$645,000. The bulk of  those 
funds — 84% — came directly 
from organized neighborhood 
campaigns, and the campaign 
also featured a record num-
ber of  individual donors and 
volunteers. 

(Those funds don’t include an-
other $87,500 the UWCC invested 
into three agencies — Com-
munities In Schools, the Boys 
& Girls Club of Central Caro-
lina and Chatham County NC 
Homeless Shelters — through 
its first-ever Issue-Based Grant 
program, focused on the issues 
of homelessness and COVID-19 
learning loss.)

Creating stable outcomes
Childs said the needs here 

are so great, that as wonderful 
as last year’s campaign was, 
the funds were allocated quick-
ly — and they weren’t enough.

“The needs support that 
[$750,000] goal,” she said of  
the current campaign. “We’re 
hoping we can get more par-
ticipation, a larger number of  
donors. If  we had more people 
give, the campaign will yield 
better results. Every gift does 

help, even if  it’s small.”
Contributing the United 

Way, she said, is a simple and 
effective way to make a local 
charitable contribution that 
helps benefit a cross-section 
of  the county. It’s also effec-
tive: 87% of  UWCC’s budget 
goes directly to programs and 
services, 

Childs says the UWCC “con-
nects the dots” in Chatham by 
mobilizing resources, helping 
to identify basic needs, and 
working collaboratively to 
build a community where erad-
icating poverty and providing 
resources are tantamount. It’s 
not an easy task: in addition to 
many pockets of  low income 
residents cost-burdened by 
housing expenses, many 
families struggle to put food 
on the table. More than one 
in three Chatham residents 
visited a food pantry in the last 
year, and the county’s growing 
senior population faces basic 
living expenses here much 
higher than the statewide 
average, according to United 
Way data.

But Childs is optimistic. 
Those 15 emergency hous-
ing vouchers, for example, 
wouldn’t have happened had 
the right people not been sit-
ting around the same table at 
the same time.

“We’re really focusing on 
creating stable outcomes for 
people,” she said. “And it’s 
starting to happen.”

About the United Way
Mission

To address the most critical 
needs of  Chatham County 
residents

To give
To make a contribution: 

https://unitedwayofchatham-
county.org/donate/

“Fair share giving” means 
making an annual gift equiv-
alent to one hour’s wages per 
month  — or your hourly wage 
times 12, donated each year.

Local organizations the 
United Way of Chatham 
County helps fund:

• Boys & Girls Club of  Cen-
tral Carolina 

• Chatham CARES Phar-
macy

• Chatham County 4-H
• Chatham County Council 

on Aging 
• Chatham County Partner-

ship for Children 
• Chatham Literacy Council
• Chatham Trades
• Communities In Schools 

of  Chatham County 
• CORA Food Pantry
• El Futuro
• Piedmont Health Services 
• Rebuilding Together of  the 

Triangle Second Bloom
• The Learning Trail
• The Salvation Army 
• West Chatham Food Pantry 

Coordinates
• Mailing address: P.O. Box 

1066, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312
• Office: 72 Hillsboro Street, 

Pittsboro. Open 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
weekdays.

• Phone: 919-542-1110
• Web: unitedwayofcha-

thamcounty.org

Staff
• Executive Director Katie 

Childs; Katie@UnitedWayof-
ChathamCounty.org

• Finance Officer/Volunteer 
Center Coordinator Alane 
Coore; Alane@UnitedWayof-
ChathamCounty.org

• Outreach Coordinator 
Shelley Smith; Shelley@Unit-
edWayofChathamCounty.org

AGENCY
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winners will be saluted 
during a luncheon on 
Thursday, Feb. 24, at Cha-
tham County Agriculture 
& Conference Center in 
Pittsboro. The event will 
be the culmination of  
“We Love Seniors” month 
in Chatham County, a 
month-long celebration 
of  older adults that is 
unique to Chatham. 

“We are excited to 
partner with the Chatham 
News + Record in launch-
ing the ‘6 over 60’ awards 
here in Chatham County,” 
Council on Aging Director 
Ashlyn Martin said. “Cha-
tham County is a place 
where people still come 
together at the grassroots 
level to effect meaningful 
change in their commu-
nity, and we are confident 
that our nominees will 
reflect the best of  that in 
the growing 60-and-over 
population.”

Nominees must be 60 
years of  age or older — 
the initial age of  entry 
into Council on Aging 
services — as of  Jan. 1, 
2023. They must have 
made, or continue to 
make, meritorious con-
tributions to Chatham 
County. Award winners 
must live in Chatham 
County, or spent the 
majority of  their life and 
career in Chatham.

The selection com-
mittee will consider, in 
no particular order, the 
number of  nominations 
an individual receives 
as well as the merit and 
quality of  their work in 
the Chatham County 
community. 

“I think by any mea-

sure or by any standard, 
any list of  those who 
have made the greatest 
contributions to Chatham 
County would include a 
significant number from 
the 60-plus crowd,” News 
+ Record Publisher/
Editor Bill Horner III 
said. “So we can’t wait to 
see who gets nominated. 
We value our partner-
ship with the Council 
on Aging and what the 
COA does for Chatham 

County, and we’re eager 
to help share the stories 
of  the inaugural ‘6 Over 
60’ honorees.”

Beginning Tuesday, 
Jan. 4, an online nomi-
nation portal will launch 
at the News + Record’s 
website, chathamnewsre-
cord.com. 

“We are excited to 
partner with the Chatham 
News + Record in launch-
ing the ‘6 over 60’ awards 
here in Chatham County,” 

Martin said. “The News 
+ Record has been a place 
where generations of  
Chatham County citizens 
have come for trusted in-
formation and discourse 
for well over a century, 
and we look forward to 
honoring the best of  our 
county’s older adults 
within its pages with the 
‘6 over 60’ awards.”

The public may submit 
nominees through Fri-
day, Jan. 20. In addition 

to online nominations, 
the public may send nom-
inations and supporting 
documentation to jimmy.
lewis@chathamcountync.
gov or by mail to the 
Chatham County Council 
on Aging at 365 Hwy. 87 
North, Pittsboro, N.C. 
27312, “Attn: 6 over 60.”

Award winners will 
be notified on or before 
Thursday, Feb. 3, with the 
winners announced in 
the Feb. 17-23 edition of  

the News + Record with 
photos and biographical 
sketches.

For more information 
regarding the 6 over 60 
program, contact Jimmy 
Lewis, Council on Aging 
Grants and Communica-
tions Specialist, at 919-542-
4512 or email jimmy.lewis@
chathamcountync.gov.

Employees of  the 
Council on Aging and the 
News + Record are not 
eligible for the award.

LAUNCH
Continued from page A1



GUEST COLUMN | JOSH SMITH

This New Year, forget a new you  
— but find a new creature

With the New Year fast 
approaching, many have 
already begun thinking and 
planning for their New Year 
resolutions. 

Of  course, there are many 
of  the “normal” plans such 
as spending more time with 
family, saving more money or 
the most common, becoming 
healthier. For some there will 
be more serious resolutions in 
hopes of  a fresh start as they 
vow to conquer their addic-
tions, make necessary chang-
es to save their family from 
falling apart, or desperately 
search for the hope and peace 
they are searching for in their 
lives. In fact, according to 
several surveys one third or 
more of  Americans will set 
their goals but one poll from 
CNN found that in 2021 more 
than 80% said they failed in 
achieving their change. While 
there are many reasons why, 
one of  the most common rea-
sons for missing the mark was 
simply going back to their old 
ways or habits. 

It was once said that the 
definition of  insanity is doing 
what you have always done 
expecting different results. 
So many plan to go after their 
goals with the intention of  

creating a “new you”, and fail. 
In 2 Corinthians 5:17, 

the Bible says “Therefore 
if  any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become 
new.” Christ does not ask 
for reformation; He ask for 
surrender. He isn’t interested 
in a restoration project, but 
new construction. He isn’t 
looking for a new you but a 
new creation!

When we surrender our 
lives to Christ it is no longer 
our efforts, but Christ living 

through us. That is why Paul 
would say in Galatians 2 :20 
“I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of  
the Son of  God, who loved me, 
and gave himself  for me.” 

For Paul to say that, says a 
lot. While he wrote roughly 
half  the New Testament and 
is considered by many the 
greatest preacher of  all time 
outside the Lord Jesus, it was 
not always that way. In his 
past while he was certainly 

wealthy, powerful, and influ-
ential, he was also a mur-
derer and rejoiced in seeing 
people imprisoned and killed. 
Paul would call himself  the 
chief  (or worst) of  sinners. 
How could a man that killed 
Christians become one of  the 
greatest the world has ever 
known? How could a man 
that rejoiced in death and de-
struction, leave it and rejoice 
in life, peace and joy?  What 
made such a radical life alter-
ing change? 

The answer is simple Jesus. 
Paul did not try to do better; 
he did not make plans to 
accomplish a goal. In Acts 
9, Paul simply surrendered 
everything to Christ and EV-

ERYTHING changed! 
Maybe today you are look-

ing for answers far bigger 
than yourself. Maybe you are 
wishing 2023 will bring you 
peace, joy, hope or solutions 
to the things you are facing. 
Can I encourage you today 
that there is a real Savior 
named Jesus that is waiting 
to make the difference in 
your life He made in Paul! 
It won’t come through your 
plans or efforts but through 
total surrender to Him.

In 2023 may you find not a 
new you, but a new creature! 

Josh Smith is youth pastor of  
Community Baptist Church in 
Siler City.

A little light goes 
a long way … 

My best (and totally unex-
pected) Chanukah/Christ-
mas/Holiday present arrived 
on Christmas Eve.

The backstory: North Car-
olina hit 9° that morning and 
took out power for thousands 
of  cold folks. When our power 
returned, I fell face first into 
my unacknowledged addic-
tion: Uber user of  the internet. 
Sigh. There are two Wi-Fi 

networks in this house and the gods of  energy 
knocked both of  them out. (Adding my very 
plaintive and pitiful “ARGH!!) In addition to 
being an Uber user of  the internet, I’m a news 
junkie. Sigh. Just letting it all hang out in the 
interest of  making myself  vulnerable.

I watched myself  go through the five stages 
of  grief. Seriously. Denial, anger, bargaining, 
depression, and acceptance. No, no, this wasn’t 
happening to me (denial). I don’t drink, smoke, 
or watch TV, but as mentioned earlier, I do liber-
ally feed at the internet trough. And suddenly, it 
was gone! (And I’d already meditated.) 

9° outside and you think I’m gonna go for a 
walk? Dream on.

Anger was up next. Coursing through my 
mind, I could hear my little 5-year-old yelling, “I 
want my Internet! I want my internet!” Grind-
ing my teeth, I tried to revive the Wi-Fi with my 
very limited repertoire of  technology gambits. 
And of  course, I tried the same ones again, and 
again, and again because, well, it was Christmas 
Eve and maybe there was magic in the air.

Ah, yes; bargaining was next. If  I really, really 
Googled all sorts of  options, I bet I could work 
this out. I’ll be good and responsible to myself. 
Plunged into a high-minded Google search, but 
you guessed it, bargaining with the technology 
gods is not my forte. (Somehow, showing those 
technology gods that I was being responsible still 
didn’t do the trick.)

Ah, depression finally made an appearance. 
I missed my annual Christmas Eve Quaker 
candle lighting worship because I couldn’t get 
online. Deep sigh.

Finally (and oh so reluctantly) I rolled into 
acceptance. Oy. I could still hear some small 
plaintive cries in my head, “I want my Internet!“ 
But realized I’d unsuccessfully run my personal 
gamut for bringing the Wi-Fi back. I emailed a very 
busy young man from my neighborhood, asking 
if he could help me in the next few days. (It was 
SO difficult to write the words “in the next few 
days!” — I wanted my Wi-Fi NOW! ) However, I did 
execute them and finally settled down to do what I 
should’ve done hours ago — eat some dark choco-
late on Christmas Eve, that panacea for sore souls.

Ten minutes later, there was a loud knock on the 
front door. Too early for St. Nick, I thought. No, it 
was St. Travis, my young neighborhood technology 
wunderkind. (I wish I could say he was astride a 
reindeer, but his glowing with goodness was more 
than enough for me!) In less than five minutes, 
my internet trough was once again full and I was 
aglow with unexpected Christmas Eve magic.

The moral of  this Christmas Eve story? I have 
no idea, but it’s such a gift to watch a young 
man transform from the 6-year old I once knew 
into a loving Santa.

Jan Hutton is a retired hospice/hospital social 
worker who believes in living life with heart and 
humor. She has happily lived in Chatham for 
more than 20 years.
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What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes 
letters from its readers on topics of local and 
public interest, as well as thoughtful and 
informative guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters 
for clarity. We reserve the right to 
refuse letters and other submissions 
that promote a commercial product, 
contain either libelous material, personal 
attacks on individuals or vulgar language. 
Consumer complaints and letters 
containing unverifiable factual claims are 

ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full 
name, address and daytime telephone 
number for verification. Letters should be 
no more than 400 words in length. Letter-
writers are limited to two published letters 
per month. Letters selected for publication 
may be edited and all letters become 
property of the Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + 
Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; 
or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com
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Josh and Amy Smith

A loosening in the New Year
I sit down to 

write about New 
Year’s resolutions 
and realize that 
I grip my pen 
more tightly than 
usual. The word 
“resolve” causes 
tension in me, for 
most often my res-
olutions have been 
to do better, to pick 
up a new habit or 

to be more productive.
I was surprised to learn that the 

word “resolution” comes from the 
Latin root “to loosen.”

Looking back on the past year, 
there were times when I grabbed the 
proverbial bull by the horns. I tried 
to affect change and make a positive 
difference. My intentions were good.

Yet, I admit that I occasionally 
rushed ahead instead of  waiting 
back to fully understand the com-
plexity of  the challenge. OK, more 
than “occasionally.”

Albert Einstein once noted that, if  
he had one hour to solve a problem, 
he would spend 55 minutes on the 

problem and only 5 minutes on the 
solution. Too often, I remember this 
wisdom after I’ve spent 55 minutes 
on the solution.

Recognizing the need for patience 
also prompts me to loosen my need 
for control. In his lovely book, 
“Things My Son Needs to Know 
about the World,” Fredrik Backman 
has a chapter about holding his 
son’s hand a little too tight. Most 
parents would know the reason for 
that grip — fear. Of  course, you hold 
his hand when crossing the street 
to keep the boy safe. “All we want 
is to protect you,” writes Backman, 
speaking for most parents. 

But he acknowledges that there 
is also a need for control: “To save 
you from life’s disappointments and 
shortcomings and unhappy ro-
mances.” Here’s the truth: We can’t 
protect our children from those life 
experiences. And we shouldn’t! For 
that’s how they grow. The paradox 
is that, by letting go, our children 
walk on their own. You have to trust 
that they will find their own way. 

It is awful! 
How ironic that, when your chil-

dren are born, they are completely 
dependent on you, but as they grow, 
you realize that you are the one who 
is completely helpless — there are 
things completely out of your control.

This reminds me of  how I drive 
my three children to school. I park 
the minivan and we walk to the 
crosswalk. My older sons then race 
ahead into the building, calling 
goodbye over their shoulders. My 
youngest daughter still holds my 
hand as we walk to her classroom. 
I know these days of  hand-holding, 
however, are coming to an end. May-
be in the new year.

So, I’m thinking about resolving 
to loosen my grip. To let go. To have 
faith and practice deep spiritual 
truth.

Ugh.
Maybe I’ll resolve to exercise 

more instead!

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the 
pastor of  Chapel in the Pines Presby-
terian Church. His newly-published 
book is a collection of  his columns 
for the Chatham News + Record 
titled “Hope Matters: Churchless 

ANDREW 
TAYLOR-
TROUTMAN
Hope Matters

JAN HUTTON
This Being 
Human Thing

For Paul to say that, says a lot. While he 
wrote roughly half the New Testament and 
is considered by many the greatest preacher 
of all time outside the Lord Jesus, it was not 
always that way. In his past while he was 
certainly wealthy, powerful, and influential, 
he was also a murderer and rejoiced in seeing 
people imprisoned and killed. Paul would call 
himself the chief (or worst) of sinners. How 
could a man that killed Christians become one 
of the greatest the world has ever known? 
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LETTERS

Anna, thanks for your 
example

TO THE EDITOR:
I cannot recall ever seeing an 

article featuring such a brave 
young woman as Anna Hack-
ney, especially with a photo, on 
the front page of  a community 
newspaper (“Victim speaks out 
about childhood sexual abuse,” 
Dec. 22-28 edition). 

Our society usually wants 
such things as this to remain 
hidden as they are so difficult 
for the victim and their family. 
She sets a stunning example 
of  personal strength and is a 
beacon to others who have ex-
perienced or may be experienc-
ing such trauma. I predict she 
will go on to help many others 

through such dark times.
Robert Waldrop

Chapel Hill

A lump of coal  
for the liberals

TO THE EDITOR:
Now that we have all had 

a taste of  Christmas “rolling 
blackouts,” perhaps it is a good 
time to think about how we 
came to this point of  barely 
enough electrical generating 
capacity. 

When the Shearon Harris 
nuclear plant was built in the 
1970s, it was intended to have 
two to four units. Hysteria 
generated by the left restricted 
it to the one unit it has. The 
nationwide “no nukes” effort 

also stalled or prevented many 
other such projects. 

When Obama came into 
office, one of  his first actions 
was to crush coal production. 
Another attack on our power 
production. 

When Obama 2.0 (Biden) 
became president, one of  his 
first actions reversed our 
energy independence to our 
now depending on enemies 
or untrustworthy sources to 
fulfill our energy needs. When 
this resulted in gasoline price 
increases of  $1+ per gallon, 
he attempted to deflect the 
political heat by depleting our 
national strategic oil reserves. 
A temporary fix, giving a few 
cents cheaper fuel, but also 
reducing national security in 

the event of  war. 
Our public universities 

are also no more than indoc-
trination camps for a new 
generation of  libs. A graduate 
of  the sustainability program 
at Appalachian State shuttled 
protesters of  the Keystone 
pipeline, which was ultimately 
shut down. (As a side note, 
that same activist still drives a 
fossil-fueled car and frequently 
flies in fossil-fueled jets. A typi-
cal lib disconnect of  integrity). 

So, while you are enjoying 
your next blackout, use it to 
consider how we got here and 
where we go from here. And 
use it to consider whether the 
supposed “save the planet” rea-
sons we are given for the above 
actions may merely be cover 

for simply crippling the might 
and leadership of  the USA. 

Maybe that is the reason 
Obama tried to kill coal — so 
he would not have a lump of  
it in his Christmas stocking. 
Thirty-minute blackouts are 
only the beginning. 

James Andrews
Siler City

Editor’s note: On Saturday, 
N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper issued 

this statement: “This morning 
I spoke with Duke Energy 

CEO Lynn Good to offer 
assistance and to express 
urgency about the need to 

restore power quickly in this 
extreme cold while keeping 

customers accurately informed. 
I’m grateful for the workers 

braving the wind and cold to 
get the power back on.”

Honors for Chef Ricky Moore
The 

Raleigh 
News & 
Observ-
er got 
it right 
last 
week 
when it 
named 
Ricky 

Moore as “Tar Heel of  the 
Year” for 2022.

Moore shares the 
honor with distinguished 
prior Tar Heels of  the 
year such as banking 
leader Hugh McColl and 
historian John Hope 
Franklin.

This new honor follows 
Moore’s designation as 
“Best Chef: Southeast” 
in the 2022 James Beard 
Awards competition.

These recent successes 
have not surprised people 
who follow North Caro-
lina food trends. North 
Carolina’s cultural icon 
David Cecelski, author 

of  “A Historian’s Coast: 
Adventures into the Tide-
water Past,” gushes in his 
praise of  Moore’s book 
and the food he prepares 
and serves at his Durham 
restaurant.

These honors and the 
praise are capstones to 
Moore’s amazing and 
inspirational life. In his 
book, “Saltbox Seafood 
Joint Cookbook,” Moore 
describes how he rose 
from a hardworking fam-
ily in coastal North Caro-
lina and used his growing 
up experiences, military 
service, an education at 
the country’s leading 
college for chefs, and 
experience in kitchens 
of  the best restaurants 
in the U.S. and Europe 
to make a tiny seafood 
restaurant in Durham 
one of  the country’s most 
admired eateries.

“I grew up along the 
Neuse and Trent rivers 
and spent plenty of  my 

childhood fishing those 
waters,” he writes. “We’d 
haul our catch home for 
our aunts and grand-
mother to do the ex-
tra-messy job of  scaling, 
gutting, and cleaning 
(they never trusted us 
kids to do it).”

Moore says he was also 
an “army brat.” He spent 
time in Germany. “There 
I was, a little kid with an 
afro and an orange Fat Al-
bert shirt, soaking up all 
the German food culture.”

After high school he 
knew that the military 
could give him the kind 
of  experience he had 
in Germany. So, when 
he turned 18 in 1987, 
he enlisted. After basic 
training and jump school 
came time for advanced 
individual training, “I 
picked the first option 
that would get me out of  
New Bern: military cook 
school in Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina!”

He learned that meals 
“had to sustain, had to be 
wholesome, and had to 
feed a lot of  people.” He 
learned “how to scale a 
recipe for a crowd, how to 
measure, and how to cook 
in huge vessels and vats.”

After the Army, he en-
rolled at Culinary Insti-
tute of  America (CIA) in 
Hyde Park, N.Y., known 
in the cooking world as 
the Harvard of  culinary 
education. 

After CIA, he “hopped 
from one exciting kitchen 
to another, working with 
all kinds of  cuisines.” 
He worked for free in 
the best restaurants in 
France.

“Through this work 
abroad, I found a shared 
sense of  tradition, cul-
ture, behavior, and, most 
important, discipline 
when it came to food 
and dining. I was the 
only person of  color in 
these European kitchens, 

which made me even 
more intense about learn-
ing as much as possible. 
Being black automatical-
ly pigeonholed you.”

After returning to the 
U.S. and working in execu-
tive chef positions in Chi-
cago and Washington, he 
and his wife Norma moved 
back to North Carolina 
and settled in Chapel Hill.

One day Norma asked 
where she could get a 
good fish sandwich “with 
local fish, lightly bread-
ed and seasoned, fried 
in fresh oil until golden 
brown and delicious, then 
served on fresh slices of  
yeasty sweet bread and 
garnished with tradition-
al cooked green pepper 
and spicy onion relish 
plus tartar sauce chock 
full of  capers, cornich-
ons, eggs, and herbs.”

No local seafood 
restaurant had what she 
wanted. But Moore knew 
he could prepare it — if  

he could find a good place 
to work. “I wanted a little 
shop, to do one thing 
really well, and to control 
every aspect of  it. This 
was ultimately the base 
of  my business model.”

He found that right 
place in Durham, first 
downtown at the original 
Saltbox Seafood Joint, 
and then at a new loca-
tion on Durham-Chapel 
Hill Boulevard, and in 
the process, has become a 
North Carolina icon.

Watch my interview 
Ricky Moore at

https://www.pbs.org/
video/ricky-moore-salt-
box-seafood-joint-cook-
book-cd3cru/, or google 
“Ricky Moore Book-
watch.”

D.G. Martin, a lawyer, 
served as UNC-System’s 
vice president for public 
affairs and hosted PBS-
NC’s North Carolina 
Bookwatch.

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

GUEST COLUMN | DENNIS STREETS

Resurrection of statesmanship
In final remarks to his Senate col-

leagues, Richard Burr called for “more 
statesmen and fewer politicians.” It was 
quite a remark as he ended nearly 30 
years of  Congressional service.

His profound reflection is deserving 
of  further thought. 

In 1959, a U.S. Special Senate Commit-
tee (led by then-senator, John Kennedy) 
fulfilled their charge by announcing 
five of  the Senate’s “most outstanding” 
former members. 

Included among the committee’s cri-
teria were “acts of  statesmanship tran-
scending party and state lines.” The 
committee defined “statesmanship” as 
“leadership in national thought and 
constitutional interpretation as well as 
legislation.” 

In 1999, the Senate honored two 
additional Senators who were found to 
be “outstanding legislators with a deep 
appreciation for the Senate, who will 
serve as role models for future Ameri-
cans.”

I am choosing not to identify these 

seven Senators as President Kennedy 
himself  acknowledged the challenge 
and subjectivity of  this exercise. 
Instead, I would like to recall, from my 
youth, three Senators whom I heard my 
parents discuss in terms of  statesman-
ship.

Senator Everett Dirksen of  Illinois 
won his Senate seat in 1950, after serv-
ing eight terms in the House of  Repre-
sentatives. He became the Republican 
leader in 1959 and held that influential 
position until he died in 1969. As a 
statesman willing to transcend par-
ty lines, Senator Dirksen is credited 
with helping end a filibuster to enable 
passage of  the Civil Rights Act of  1964. 
In his words, racial integration was “an 
idea whose time has come.”  

Senator Michael Mansfield was a 
Representative for 10 years before 
serving in the Senate from 1953 to 1977. 
A Democrat from Montana, Senator 
Mansfield was instrumental in helping 
enact such Great Society programs as 
Medicare, Social Security, the Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education Act, 
and the Older Americans Act. In his 
own words, Mansfield noted that “The 
leaders of  the Senate … have no power 
delegated to them except on the basis of  
courtesy, accommodation and a sense 
of  responsibility.” 

Senator Margaret Chase Smith of  
Maine was the first woman to win elec-
tion to the U.S. House and Senate. She 
regularly demonstrated independence 
and character over her 30-year tenure. 
In Smith’s “Declaration of  Conscience” 
speech, she called out Joseph McCa-
rthy, her Republican colleague, for 
how he had “debased” Senate delib-
erations “through the selfish political 
exploitation of  fear, bigotry, ignorance 
and intolerance.” Her bravery cost her 
leadership positions within the Repub-
lican party.

Similarly, in 2021, Senator Burr 
was censured by the North Carolina 
Republican Party for being one of  the 
seven Republicans who voted to convict 
former President Trump for inciting 

the Jan. 6 insurrection at the Capitol. 
Future students of  history will 

remember and honor Senator Burr 
for his statesmanship. Noting that he 
did not come to “this decision lightly,” 
Senator Burr shared: “I have listened 
to the arguments presented by both 
sides and considered the facts. The 
facts are clear. By what he did and by 
what he did not do, President Trump 
violated his oath of  office to preserve, 
protect and defend the Constitution of  
the United States.” 

As 19th-century minister and 
author, James Freeman Clarke, aptly 
cited “A politician thinks of  the next 
election; a statesman, of  the next gen-
eration.” 

In sharing his farewell message to 
fellow Senators, Burr was optimistic 
about the future. The success of  this 
forecast will depend upon future states-
men and stateswomen. 

Dennis Streets is the retired director of  
the Chatham Council on Aging.

Little things — good and bad — mean a lot for resolutions
It’s 

almost 
the end 
of  the 
year 
and you 
know 
what 
that 
means: 
time for 
New 

Year’s resolutions.
Most folks agree that, 

in a nutshell, resolutions 
offer us human “beans” 
an opportunity to take 
stock of  ourselves, realize 
where we could have done 
or been better the past 
year, and then make some 
sort of  plan to do just that 
in the coming year.

The challenge, of  
course, is twofold: to 
make sensible logical 
resolutions and then 
to actually keep them. 

Many of  the failures in 
maintaining the plans 
and dreams of  the up-
coming year is because 
we make outlandish 
promises no one this side 
of  Kingdom Come could 
possible keep.

For instance, if  I re-
solved to play first base 
for the Cardinals this 
year chances are pretty 
good it wouldn’t happen 
since I’ve never played 
the position, except in my 
back yard. Couple that 
with the fact most Major 
League teams don’t have 
a spot on their roster, at 
any level, for aging, out 
of  shape, slow running 
players. So I doom myself  
to failure before even 
starting.

However, if  I resolve 
to eat fewer Twix bars, 
that’s a promise that 
shouldn’t be too hard. All 

I’ve got to do is pass them 
by on the grocery shelf  
and head for the baby 
carrots, which I have 
recently learned aren’t 
really babies at all but the 
lower part of  a “normal” 
carrot.

In the midst of  taking 
stock lately of  my young 
life, I’ve come to realize 
some things are out of  
my control. I can’t do 
anything, for instance, 
about the price of  gas 
or eggs and how that 
might affect the ability 
to squirrel away a few 
bucks, another favorite 
resolution of  many, as in 
“I resolve to save money 
this year.”

Good idea ... but how 
much and how?

I can’t control what the 
cook puts on my plate 
and how if  I don’t eat 
three helpings of  mashed 

potatoes it will hurt her 
feelings ... wait ... well, 
maybe I can control some 
of  that; cut it down to two 
servings.

But the even bigger 
picture, to me, is that 
most resolutions can and 
should center around 
small things. It’s sort of  
the principle that a snow-
flake by itself  can do little 
damage but enough of  
them together can knock 
a tractor-trailer truck off 
the road.

It also seems to me 
resolutions should be like 
buying gifts. “Experts,” 
whoever they are, tell us 
to buy as gifts those items 
we would like to receive. I 
know that can be danger-
ous sometimes since not 
everyone in the world, as 
I once did, wants a new 
chainsaw or the complete 
collection of  old “Amos 

and Andy” TV shows. But 
if  we subscribe to the no-
tion it’s the thought that 
counts, both our gift-giv-
ing and resolutions can 
be miles ahead of  where 
they usually are.

Case in point, and so 
far this is my only 2023 
resolution ... and it’s 
likely to remain so. When 
I’m waiting to pull onto 
the highway from a side 
road or street, it has been 
know to upset my usual 
gentle and sweet nature 
when folks heading in my 
direction in the near lane 
don’t pull over to their 
left into an empty lane so 
I can merge into traffic.

I know, I know ... 
what’s the big deal, you 
may ask, and it’s not the 
end of  the world. It’s not 
really the hogging of  
the lane and my delay in 
getting out to go where 

I’m going.
It’s the principle of  the 

thing that folks don’t look 
around at what’s going on 
upon our roadways with 
other drivers and the no-
tion that only what they 
have to do is the center of  
the universe.

It has often been said 
“confession is good for 
the soul but bad for the 
reputation,” so let me go 
ahead and sully any rep-
utation I may have and 
admit that at times I don’t 
pull over for other folks. 
But my resolution is to be 
more observant behind 
the wheel, for lots of  
reasons, and learn there 
are, in fact, other folks in 
the world.

If  that happens, 2023 
will be a good year ... 
especially when I at last 
remember not to put 2022 
on the checks I write.

BOB WACHS
Movin’ Around



eye for detail. 
It came as a bit of  a 

surprise to some, then, 
when Hales announced 
she wouldn’t contin-
ue using that detailed 
approach in a third 
term on the board. She 
announced last Decem-
ber she wouldn’t seek 
reelection for the District 
3 seat, citing age and a 
desire for “some younger 
vision” on the board.

She got her wish when 
fellow Democrat David 
Delaney, 51, won the seat 
over Republican chal-
lenger Tom Glendinning 
in November. 

In a conversation this 
week with the News + 
Record, Hales reflected 
on the legacy she leaves 
behind on the board and 
her hopes for the new 
wave of  local government 
in Chatham. 

The following has been 
edited for clarity and 
brevity

How would you reflect on 
your eight years as com-
missioner? How have you 
seen the county evolve over 
time?

It’s been a real op-
portunity to serve this 
county. That’s especially 
true when it feels like 
the county is growing on 
steroids. The pressures 
of  being neighbors with 
the Triangle were never 
going to keep Chatham 
the quaint, rural place 
it was 20 years ago. With 
our proximity to Jordan 
Lake, Research Triangle 
Park, UNC, you name it, 
there was just no way to 
contain the inevitable 
growth.

That inevitable growth 
I saw coming is why I 
ran in 2014. I felt like the 
commissioners at the 
time weren’t seriously 
contemplating the future 
problems of  the county. 
We had no zoning, no 
comprehensive planning 
and I felt there was no 
real strategy for the fu-
ture. Karen Howard, Jim 
Crawford and I all ran in 
2014 with the common 
vision of  tackling these 
bigger-picture issues and 
establishing a common 
zoning policy. Luckily, 
we all won and that’s 
exactly what we did in 
the county.     

Through the zoning, 
which was harmless to lo-
cal businesses and prop-
erty owners, along with 
the comprehensive land 
use plan, Plan Chatham 
2017, I feel that we’re 
moving forward well and 
with a strong guide. 

What is one thing from 
your time in office you’re 
most proud of? Why was it 
so important to you?

Hands down it was the 
removal of  the Con-
federate monument in 
Pittsboro in 2019. It was 
essential and necessary 
that we removed it to 
make sure Chatham is a 
place for all residents.

I remember those pub-
lic hearings so vividly — 
being escorted out of  the 

board room and checking 
to make sure my tires 
weren’t slashed and the 
threatening phone calls 
to my home. But I knew 
in my heart it was the 
right thing, and so did my 
fellow board members. 
That monument was not 
there to honor the war 
dead, it was an in-your-
face warning to Black 
people in our county 
 — and that’s not how we 
honor the people and 
community of  Pittsboro. 

Many of us know the big 
things like Wolfspeed and 
VinFast, but what are some 
of the other goals you’re 
most proud of in your 
time on the board that the 
common person may not 
recognize as the work of 
commissioners? 

Aside from coun-
ty-wide zoning and Plan 
Chatham, there was also 
the third leg of  land use 
in the county: the Unified 
Development Ordinance. 
While that’s still under 
planning, once it all 
comes together we will 
have a great roadmap for 
how we want the future 
of  Chatham to look. And 
these aren’t highly visi-
ble, but it’s governance, 
though. That’s what this 
county needed to work on 
was simply governance.

I think I’m also proud 
of  our establishment of  
a housing committee to 
look at improving our af-
fordable housing stock in 
the county. That contin-
ues to be an elephant in 
the room for us though. 
After all this growth, 
where are the people 
in these workforce jobs 
going to live? We have 119 
units that we’ve given 
land to developers for 
those units and obvious-
ly, there is still a long way 
to go. But we’re working 

on it and examining pos-
sibilities.

Of  course, I am proud 
of  the big two industries 
coming here in Wolfspeed 
and VinFast, but large-
ly because I see what 
they’ll mean for our tax 
base. Right now, 90% 
of  Chatham’s tax base 
is property tax. These 
industries are going to di-
versify that base to make 
it more commercial. The 
industries will also make 
sure we have less com-
muting and we can make 
Chatham a place to live 
and work instead of  just 
one or the other. 

The other thing I 
am proud of  is Article 
46 sales tax. That tax 
gives a 0.25% tax on 
sales purchases, which 
has helped us put more 
than $1,000,000 aside for 
various projects since 
last year. That includes 
things like affordable 
housing, education, parks 
amd recreation, etc. Per-
sonally, I’m very happy 
to have seen money from 
that tax go toward the 
Chatham Agricultural 
Preservation & Develop-
ment Trust Fund, which 
will support agricultural 
preservation and devel-
opment within Chatham 
County.

I’ve been a pretty 
staunch and vocal advo-
cate for farmland pres-
ervation and ensuring 
those with farmland in 
the county can keep that 
land in their families for 
generations to come.

Now that you’re not 
serving on the board of 
commissioners, do you have 
plans to stay involved in the 
county?

Chatham certainly 
won’t be getting rid of  
me. I’ve already put in 
my application for sever-

al committees including 
working on farmland 
preservation and giving 
rights to young farmers 
in the county. I’m also 
very interested in Keep-
ing America Beautiful, 
which helps to build and 
maintain green spaces. 
We voted to get involved 
with the national or-
ganization before the 
pandemic, but I will be on 
the board locally when 
that gets going again next 
year. 

With David Delaney (Dist. 
3) and Katie Kenlan (Dist. 
4) joining the board for the 
new term, what are your 
hopes for this new board of 
commissioners?

I was very happy the 
election was as certain 
as it was. To me, it’s a 
huge benefit that Katie is 
a Chatham native — she 
went to our schools, she 
grew up here. Same thing 
with Franklin Gomez 
Flores (Dist. 5) who is 
also a product of  our re-
gion. I think it’s fantastic 
to have the two youngest 
people on this board be 
the ones with the most 
experiential basis in the 
county.

On the other side, 
it’s also helpful to have 
someone like David who 
is a little bit newer to 
the county [Delaney has 
lived in Chatham for 
five years] because he 

understands the needs of  
future residents, which 
there will be many of  as 
we grow in Chatham.  

Going forward, you 
have to still understand 
what was before and 
have an appreciation for 
what Chatham was 30 
years ago, or what was 
challenging 50 years 
ago. I think that appre-
ciation can be served by 
someone who just moved 
into the county, but you 
need to be able to know 
the past to do something 
about it. 

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brappa-
port@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter @b_rappaport. 
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NEWS BRIEFS

Free Christmas tree 
recycling

Chatham County is offering 
free Christmas tree recycling 
at its main facility through 
Friday, Jan. 13. 

Trees can be accepted from 
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at 28 County 
Services Rd, Pittsboro. The 
office will be closed Monday, 
Jan. 2, for the New Year’s 
holiday.

Only real trees can be 
accepted. All decorations, 
lights, stands and pots must 
be removed. After Jan. 13, the 
center will accept trees for the 
normal yard debris charge of  
$20 per ton, with a $2 mini-
mum. 

Artificial trees can be placed 
in the scrap metal recycling 
bin at the collection centers 
or main facility, but all dec-
orations and lights must be 
removed. Pre-lit trees cannot 
be recycled, so throw those in 
with the regular trash. 

County seeks 
applicants for planning 

board vacancies
PITTSBORO —The Chatham 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners seeks applicants for 
multiple vacant seats on the 
county’s planning board. Inter-
ested residents should apply by 
5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 9.

The planning board advis-
es county commissioners on 
planning, zoning and subdivi-
sion issues. The vacant seats 
are assigned to County Com-
missioner District 1, District 
3, District 4 and District 5. The 
vacant seats for District 3, 
District 4 and District 5 have 
terms expiring Dec. 31, 2026. 
The vacant seat for District 1 is 
for an unexpired term ending 
Dec. 31, 2024. Applicants from 
other parts of  the county may 
apply also. Appointments shall 
be made in such a manner that 
planning board members shall 
represent insofar as practical, 
the geographical, socioeconom-

ic, gender and racial makeup 
of  the county.

The duties include monitor-
ing trends related to land use, 
proposing needed amendments 
to the county’s Comprehensive 
Plan; establishing development 
principles and guidelines; pro-
posing ordinances for orderly 
development in accordance 
with the Comprehensive Plan; 
determining whether proposed 
developments conform to the 
Comprehensive Plan and devel-
opment principles; keeping the 
board of commissioners and the 
public informed on planning 
issues and reasons for board rec-
ommendations; and conducting 
meetings to get public input.

The planning board typically 
meets the first Tuesday of  each 
month at 6:30 p.m., usually in 
Pittsboro.

To submit an online application 
to serve and to view a map of the 
districts of the board of com-
missioners, visit www.chatham-
countync.gov/CommitteeAp-
pointments. Applicants also may 

contact Lindsay Ray at 919-545-
8302 to get a printed or emailed 
copy of the application form.

More information about 
the planning board can be 
found on the county website 
at https://www.chathamcoun-
tync.gov. Questions about the 
planning board’s duties may 
be directed to the planning 
department at 919-542-8204.

Green Beagle Lodge 
opens Pittsboro 

location, hosts open 
house

The Chatham Chamber of  
Commerce invites the public to 
attend the Jan. 7 ribbon cutting 
and grand opening celebration of  
Green Beagle Lodge in Pittsboro. 

The ribbon cutting is sched-
uled for 4 p.m., followed by re-
freshments and an open house 
that will end at 7 p.m.

Green Beagle Lodge’s 
12,000-square-foot Pittsboro fa-
cility offers boarding, daycare, 

grooming and bathing, and 
training for pets of  all sizes on 
its 14-acre campus.

Please contact the Chatham 
Chamber of  Commerce with 
any questions.

919-742-3333 or 984-265-9172 
and MaryB@ccucc.net

VinFast announces 
participation in 

Consumer Electrics 
Show in Las Vegas

The Vietnamese electric vehicle 
manufacturer VinFast is showing 
off its future EV models at the 
Consumer Electrics Show in Las 
Vegas, Nevada in early 2023.

VinFast will display four 
electric SUV models, the VF 
6, VF 7, VF 8 and VF 9, which 
represent the most popular 
segments from small cross-
overs to large five and seven 
passenger SUVs, according to 
a company statement Monday. 
The CES show will take place 
Jan. 5 through 8.  
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As the calendar turns 
the page, we wish you 
the very best in the year 
ahead.

Cheers to a 
New Year!

Sharon A Dickens
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As the calendar turns 
the page, we wish you 
the very best in the year 
ahead.

Cheers to a 
New Year!

Sharon A Dickens

Chatham Land Team: Rotarians 
Lonnie E. West & Julie Boone Cummins

-Welcomed 17 New Members
-Weekly Meals On Wheels Route

-Quarterly Adopt A Highway Cleanup
-Annual Haw River Cleanup

-Sent Valentine’s Cards to residents of long-term care facilities
-Hosted our Valentine’s Virtual Bingo Fundraiser for our Karen Heilman Scholarship Fund

-Presented 3 Chatham County Seniors each with a $2000 scholarship
-Collected food items for CORA Donation at our Annual Banquet in June

-Volunteered at United Way’s Day of Service at a Habitat for Humanity home build site
-Sent Th ank You Cards to Veterans for a Rotary Honor Flight to DC

-Delivered Appreciation Boxes to 6 First Responder Groups
-Collected blankets for Council on Aging

-Donated 124 turkeys, 25 hams and over 2500 pounds of food to CORA for Th anksgiving
-Donated nearly 800 holiday wrapped books to Pittsboro elementary students

-Off ered multiple noteworthy guest speakers at meetings
-Began our Aft er-Hours Alternative Club Meeting Time
-Hosted the Pittsboro Street Fair & Rotary Trike Rodeo

A YEAR IN REVIEW
OVER THE COURSE OF 2022, THE ROTARY CLUB 

OF PITTSBORO HAS:

We look forward to serving our community in more ways in 2023 and wish you 
ALL a healthy & Happy New Year!



WILLIAM ‘BILLY’ CHAPLIN
February 11, 1991 ~ Decem-

ber 20, 2022
William “Billy” Benjamin Chap-

lin, 31, of Sanford, passed away on 
Tuesday, December 20, 2022. 

A celebration of  his life will 
be held at a later date. 

He was the son of  Donna 
Stein Mojica and Scott Chaplin. 

Surviving is his wife, Tyler 
McLamb Chaplin; children, 
Valerie Chaplin, Jordan Mc-
Lamb, Nataliee Riddle of  the 
home; mother, Donna Stein 
Mojica of  Broadway; father, 
Scott Chaplin of  Orlando, 
Florida; sister, Kara Chaplin 
of  Washington, D.C.; brother, 
Nicholas Mojica of  Greenville; 
sister, Shelby Chaplin of  Orlan-
do; grandmothers, Nancy Stein 
of  Inverness, Florida, Patricia 
Chaplin of  Jensen Beach, Flor-
ida, step-grandfather, Jaime 
Mojica of  Riverdale, N.Y. 

The family is requesting me-
morial gifts be made to Smith 
Funeral Home, Broadway, P.O. 
Box 370, Broadway, N.C. 27505. 

Arrangements are by the 
Smith Funeral Home of  Broad-
way.

PHILLIP CHARLES KELLY
July 3, 1950 ~ December 20, 

2022
Phillip Charles Kelly, 72, of  

Sanford, passed away Tuesday, 
December 20, 2022

A celebration of  life will be 
held at a later date.   

He was born in Lee County 
to the late Shelton “Shack” Kel-
ly and Treva Freeman Kelly. In 
addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by sister, 
Peggy Jean Kelly and brother, 
Shelton Dwight Kelly. 

Phil was a Vietnam Veter-
an. He was a volunteer with 
Broadway Fire Department 
in his early years, worked at 
the City of  Sanford, Cascade 
Fibers and owned and operated 
Ace Laser Recycling Inc. Phil 
was a graduate of  CCCC. 

Phil is survived by his son, 
Barrett Kelly and daughter, 
Christa Kelly Mashburn, both 
of  Sanford; brothers, Gary 
Freeman Kelly, Sanford, John 
Richard Kelly of  Raleigh, 
Brooks Barrett Kelly of  San-
ford; sisters, Carolyn Cum-
mings, Kay Kelly and Anne 
Kelly, all of  Sanford; and four 
grandchildren. 

WILLIAM LLOYD MCGEE
December 22, 1952 ~ Decem-

ber 21, 2022
William Lloyd McGee, 69, of  

Sanford, passed away Wednes-
day, December 21, 2022, at 
Central Carolina Hospital.

The family received friends 
on Tuesday, December 27, 2022, 
from 2 to 3 p.m. at Crossroads 
Ministries in Broadway. A 
celebration of  life followed 
with Pastor John Sauls III pre-
siding. Burial will follow at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery with full military 
honors.

He was born in Columbus 
County, to the late Willie 
Dexton McGee and Iris Hayes 
McGee. He was a mechanic for 
the National Guard and served 
his country in the U.S. Army.

He is survived by his broth-
er, Willie Floyd McGee of  
Broadway; sisters, Alice Smith 
of  Fuquay-Varina and Tina 
Eckenrode of  Lillington.

In lieu of  flowers, please give 
to Military Missions in Action 
at 411-B North Judd Parkway, 
NE, Fuquay-Varina, N.C. 27526.

Arrangements by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home.

JAMES WEYLON 
WILLIAMS

August 18, 1945 ~ December 23, 
2022

James Weylon Williams, 77, 
of  Seagrove, passed away on 
Friday, December 23, 2022 at 
his home.

A private family service is 
planned. 

He was the son of  Leonard 
and Rosie Williams. In addition 
to his parents, he was preceded 
in death by two sons, Joshua 

and Joseph Biby.
He is survived by his wife, 

Shirley Williams of  the home; 
sons, James Wesley Williams 
of  Carthage and Adam Wil-
liams of  the home; step-chil-
dren, Kevin Asheworth, Tina 
Scott, Michael Asheworth and 
David Asheworth, all of  Ashe-
boro; 14 grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. 

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

ROBERT JOSEPH RYAN
November 30, 1952 ~ Decem-

ber 18, 2022
Robert Joseph Ryan passed 

away on Sunday, December 18, 
2022, at UNC Hospital.

A gathering of  friends and a 
time to remember will be held 
on Saturday, January 7, 2023, 
at Bridges-Cameron Funeral 
Home from 2 to 4 p.m.

Bob was the son of  Raymond 
and Josephine Ryan. Drafted 
to the U.S. Army, he served two 
years in Germany. Later, he 
was employed at Stonebridge 
Golf  and Country Club, and 
Joseph & Feiss for 10 years; 
after which he was employed 
at Griffis Air Force Base and 
then transferred to Fort Bragg, 
where he worked in civil 
service for 23 years. Bob was 
preceded in death by his father, 
mother and older brother, 
Edward.

Bob is survived by his wife, 
Bozena of  49 years; three 
daughters, Nancy of  Sanford, 
Kristine and Karen of  Utica, 
N.Y.; one granddaughter; and 
two brothers, Don Ryan of  New 
York, and Ken Ryan of  Illinois.

Arrangements by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home.

JAMES DUNCAN COLLINS
July 9, 1953 ~ December 25, 

2022
James Duncan Collins, 69, of  

Sanford, passed away Sunday, 
December 25, 2022.

No services are planned at 
this time but a Celebration of  
Life will be held at a later date. 

He was born in Jacksonville, 
N.C., to the late Carl W. and 
Juanita Baker Collins. In addi-
tion to his parents, a daughter, 
Wendy Bullis preceded him in 
death along with his two sis-
ters, Tulula Brazil and Cathy 
Thomas.

James is survived by his sis-
ter, Judy Sowder of  Sanford.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

ROBERT ANDREW 
BARNES JR.

August 4, 2022 ~ December 
17, 2022

Robert Andrew Barnes Jr., 
infant son of  Katrina and Rob-
ert Barnes Sr., passed away on 
Saturday, December 17, 2022, at 
UNC Hospital in Chapel Hill.

The funeral service was held 
at 2 p.m. Friday, December 
23, 2022, at the Johnsonville 
Church of  God in Christ Jesus 
with burial in Lee Memory 
Garden.

JAMES NILS BOCKMAN
March 6, 1983 ~ December 

15, 2022
James Nils Bockman, 39, 

of  Cameron, passed away on 
Thursday, December 15, 2022.

The funeral service was held 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Decem-
ber 28, 2022, at Knotts Funeral 
Home Chapel in Sanford. 

THERESA (CRUMP) 
JACKSON

March 13, 1952 ~ December 
19, 2022 

Theresa Crump Jackson, 70, 
of  Moncure passed away on 
Monday, December 19, 2022, at 
her residence.

The funeral service will be 
held Tuesday at 2 p.m., Decem-
ber 27, 2022 at Liberty Chapel 
Church.

JAMES DILLARD CEASAR
February 11, 1946 ~ Decem-

ber 19, 2022
James Dillard Ceasar, 76, 

of  Aberdeen passed away on 
Monday, December 19, 2022, in 
Cameron.

Knotts Funeral Home of  
Sanford is serving the family.

JESSICA HILL COTTEN 

Jessica Hill Cotten, 34, of  Graham, 
formerly of  Pittsboro, passed away 
unexpectedly on Thursday, Decem-
ber 22, 2022, at Alamance Regional 
Medical Center surrounded by loved 
ones. 

She is the daughter of  surviving 
parents, Glen and Melba (Wright) 
Hill of  Pittsboro. She is also survived 
by her husband and soulmate, Tim 
H. Cotten and their son, Caleb H. 
Cotten; her sister, Kristina Southern; 
her loving in-laws, Jasper and Ruth 

Cotton; along with a host of  nieces and nephews. She is pre-
ceded in death by her brother, Glen Hill Jr., her grandpar-
ents, Woodrow and Ellen Wright and Robert and Annie Hill.

Jessica was employed by a UNC Medical Clinic as an Ad-
ministrative Coordinator. While growing up, Jessica loved 
horses, dance and music. She was a graduate of  Northwood 
High School and a 2008 graduate of  Central Carolina Com-
munity College. Her favorite things to do included Friday 
night bowling, date nights with Tim, and taking Caleb to 
see monster trucks and trains. She loved to travel, having 
her Starbucks every day, driving her Jeep and all things 
Sunflowers. Jessica was kind, tender-hearted, and a giving 
nature. She was a caring daughter, devoted wife, and loving 
mother. We are grateful for the fond memories, laughs that 
we have shared, and joyful times we have had. Jessica was 
loved by many and will be missed by all who knew her.

The family will receive friends on Friday, December 30, 
2022, from 5 to 6:50 p.m. A Celebration of  Life Service will 
follow at Donaldson Funeral Home at 7 p.m. 

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 
serve the Cotten and Hill family. 

Memorial tributes can be left at www.DonaldsonFunerals.
com.

CURTIS ERNEST POWERS JR. 

Curtis Ernest Powers Jr., 88, of  
Bennett, died Tuesday, December 20, 
2022 at Randolph Hospice House in 
Asheboro.

Funeral services were held at 1 
p.m., Friday, December 23, 2022, at 
Beulah Baptist Church, Bennett, 
with Dr. Neal Jackson and Rev. Rob-
ert Kidd officiating. Burial followed 
in the church cemetery.

Curtis was a native of  Randolph 
County and a lifelong resident of  
Bennett. He was a retired farmer and 

also worked as a custodian at Chatham Central High School. 
Curtis was a member of  Beulah Baptist Church for 88 1/2 
years.

“Papaw,” as he was fondly called by all who knew him and 
loved him, found his greatest joy and purpose in serving oth-
ers. He always found time to visit with the lonely or sick; he 
loved spending time in his woodshop making chairs for the 
newest community members, and he prayed without ceasing 
for the church family he dearly loved. His other hobby was 
hunting. He said it taught him a lot about patience, but it 
also gave him time to fellowship with others. 

Mr. Powers loved without end. His greatest legacy is left 
in the ministry he had in serving others. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Jean Kennedy Powers, daughter, Susan 
Powers, son, Michael Powers, and his parents, Curtis Ernest 
and Alta Jones Powers.

Surviving are his sons, Philip Powers, and wife, Valerie, of  
Bennett; Tim Powers, and wife, Patricia, of  Archdale; grand-
children, Rachel Henley and husband David, Ashley Loehr 
and husband Josh, great-grandchildren, Brent Henley, 
Reagan Henley, Anna Henley, Jackson Loehr, and Emmett 
Loehr.

Visitation was held from 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 23, at Beulah Baptist Church, Bennett, and other times 
at the home of  Philip and Valerie Powers, 8611 Curtis Pow-
ers Road, Bennett, N.C. 27208.

Condolences may be made online at www.loflinfuneralser-
vice.com.

Arrangements were by Loflin Funeral Home & Cremation 
Service in Ramseur.

Memorials may be made to the Baptist Children’s Home, 
P.O. Box 338, Thomasville, N.C. 27361. 

OBITUARIES
LARRY WAYNE BINKLEY 

November 25, 1950 ~ December 20, 
2022

Larry Wayne Binkley, 72, of  Siler 
City, passed away peacefully at his 
home on Tuesday, December 20, 2022.

Mr. Binkley was born in Chatham 
County on November 25, 1950, the 
son of  Robert Binkley Sr. and Loney 
McDaniel Binkley. Larry was a 
member of  Sandy Branch Church. 
He took pride in running his restau-
rant, Scooters, alongside his lovely 

wife for over 20 years. Larry enjoyed playing golf  and poker. 
He loved all animals, especially his cat Gracie. In addition to 
his parents, Larry is preceded in death by his wife, Loretta 
Binkley; stepson, Tommy Meece; sisters, Agnes Gilliland, 
Elsie Bingham, Thelma Estes, Camilla Gilliland; and broth-
ers, Robert Binkley Jr., Odell Binkley, Arvey Binkley and 
Earl Binkley.

He is survived by his daughters, Susan Meece of  Siler 
City, and Patty Binkley of  Goldston; sister, Betty Jean 
Lindley of  Raleigh; brothers, Ashley “Possum” Binkley of  
Siler City, Wesley Binkley and wife Brenda of  Bear Creek, 
Steve Binkley and wife Becky of  Graham, and Donny “Joe” 
Binkley and wife Alice of  Asheboro; grandchildren, Wyatt 
Tad Allred (Amanda), and Michael Jared Allred (Michaela), 
Christopher Collins, Korey Collins, James Collins, Makayla 
Banks; and great-grandchildren, Lyla Jane Allred, Kyson 
Curtis, Raelynn Collins, and Charlee Moshier.

The family received friends from 11 to 12 p.m. on Monday, 
December 26, 2022, at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 
N. Second Ave, Siler City, N.C. 27344. The funeral service 
followed in the Smith & Buckner Chapel at 12 p.m. with Rev. 
Bob Wachs officiating. Burial will be at Sandy Branch Bap-
tist Church Cemetery, 715 Sandy Branch Church Rd., Bear 
Creek, N.C. 27207.

Memorials may be made to the ASPCA.
Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Binkley 

family.
Online condolences may be made at: www.smithbuckner-

fh.com.
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CARL BRYANT

April 2, 1937 ~ December 16, 
2022

Carl Bryant, 85, of  Moncure, 
passed away on Friday, Decem-
ber 16, 2022, at his residence. 

Service for Mr. Bryant was 
held at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
December 22, 2022, at Pitts-

boro Fairground. The repast, 
balloon release was held there 
from 1 to 3 p.m. 

ARLELA WRIGHT
Arlela Wright, 90 ,of  Mon-

cure, passed away on Wednes-
day, December 21, 2022, in 
Clayton.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Sanford.

AUBREY BELLE 
SUTHERLAND

December 18, 2022 ~ Decem-
ber 19, 2022

Little Miss Aubrey Belle 
Sutherland, infant daughter 
of  Marlena and Jason Suther-
land, passed away on Monday, 
December 19, 2022, at UNC 
Hospitals in Chapel Hill.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Sanford.

DEVOLAR MCLEAN
March 24, 1947 ~ December 

20, 2022
Devolar McLean, 75, of  

Broadway, passed away on 
Tuesday, December 20, 2022, at 
her residence.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Sanford.

FLORETTA YVONNE 
WOMBLE

Floretta Yvonne Womble, 84, 
of  Siler City, passed away on 
Saturday, December 24, 2022, at 
her residence.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Sanford.

JAMES BRIAN GIST
James Brian Gist, 45, of  Bear 

Creek and Knoxville, Tennes-
see, passed away at the SECU 
Jim and Betsy Bryan UNC Hos-
pice House on Christmas Day, 
Sunday, December 25, 2022. 

Cremation arrangements en-
trusted to Piedmont Cremation 
& Funeral Service of  Graham.

HATTIE MAE BROOKS

Hattie Mae Brooks, 100, of  
Pittsboro, passed away on Mon-
day, December 26, 2022.

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Sanford.

LAWRENCE (LARRY) ALAN WEBSTER 

July 3, 1950 ~ December 21, 2022 

Lawrence Webster, 72, of  Pittsboro, 
passed away on December 21, 2022, 
at UNC Hospital in Chapel Hill, N.C., 
from multiple complications. 

He was born in Woburn, Massa-
chusetts, on July 3, 1950, to Richard 
and Helen (Nelson) Webster of  
Reading, Massachusetts. A graduate 
of  Reading Memorial High School, 
Larry was a trained chef, baker ex-
traordinaire, caterer for hundreds of  

special events and the co-owner of  Larry’s Famous Cheese-
cakes with his wife Karen. 

Larry was a self-taught musician playing numerous in-
struments, beginning with the drums, and working through 
an amazing repertoire. Larry could take the smallest har-
monica and make beautiful music. He played guitar, mando-
lin, and was learning banjo. He was an accomplished singer 
from the age of  7, singing in churches, for civic groups, and 
his own groups on the local stage. He managed “Mason Dix-
on and The Line,” a popular musical rock band in the ‘70s.

Larry, Karen, and their son moved to Pittsboro, N.C., in 
1990, where they firmly planted their feet as involved mem-
bers of  the community, engaging in school, church, Ruritan, 
Scouting, work, and organizations. Larry is a retired food 
service worker for the state of  N.C., most recently in the 
Carrboro-Chapel Hill School system.

Larry Webster is survived by his wife of  38 1/2 years, Kar-
en M. (Ballou) Webster; a son, Lawrence (Larry) A. Webster 
Jr.; a brother, John R. Webster of  Pittsboro; a sister, Nancy 
A. Webster of  Manchester, N.H., and four nieces and neph-
ews. He was preceded in death by two brothers, David G. and 
Gary N. Webster, and his mother and father.

The family will be hosting a Memorial Gathering on 
Thursday, December 29, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Donaldson 
Funeral Home. A Celebration of  Life Service will be held on 
Friday, December 30, at 2 p.m. at the Bynum U.M.C.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 
serve the Webster family.

Memorial tributes can be left at www.donaldsfunerals.
com.

OBITS
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UNITED WAY AGENCY PROFILE

SALVATION ARMY: 
Doing the most good
Helping families, individuals in crisis
Editor’s note: this is one of  a series of  profiles of  Chatham 
County nonprofits served by the United Way of  Chatham Coun-
ty, which is in the process of  finishing its annual fundraising 
campaign. For more on the United Way or to donate toward this 
year’s goal, please go to https://unitedwayofchathamcounty.org.

Program: Emergency financial assistance; Pathway of Hope
Reach: about 3,000 people annually
What we do: The Salvation Army of Chatham County engages 

individuals and families in case management to assist with crises 
and overcome situational and generational poverty.

How we do it: The individuals and families apply for assistance 
and are matched with a case manager for support. The communi-
ty partnerships include: financial literacy, education, childcare, 
vocational opportunities, public benefits assessment, emergency 
food and clothing, and Pastoral care.

Our impact in Chatham: Our mentorship approach helps to 
alleviate the stress on the community at large through providing 
touch-points for applicants. The Salvation Army participates in a 
county-wide service provider referral group and problem-solving 
through collaboration.

How we measure success: Our organization consistently provides 
financial assistance, food, clothing, school supplies and holiday 
gifts to many local families and individuals who express need. We 
work with The United Way, Chatham County, local service organi-
zations and faith communities who continue to support our efforts.

Our biggest challenge right now: Our biggest challenge remains 
funding for expanding our services. Our organization plans to 
continue growing our service partnerships and reaching a greater 
number of  families and individuals in the county, which requires 
hiring additional staff members.

A success story: A person contacted our office to ask for assis-
tance with a room in a local hotel due to an eviction. We assisted 
them with a pledge to the hotel for three weeks, during which 
time they were able to secure employment and connection with 
a sponsor for recovery. The person continued to periodically live 
with friends for several months and struggled with relapse, but 
was able to maintain employment and volunteered with our office 
and stayed connected to our Pastoral counselors. They are now 
living in a stable situation in another area of  the state, which they 
identified as needed for “a fresh start.” Our office has offered to 
connect them with The Salvation Army in their new region for 
any future needs.

Year founded: 1984
Staff: 3
Director: Rebecca Sommer-Petersen; rebecca.sommer- peters-

en@uss.salvationarmy.org
Coordinates: 2535 Old U.S. Hwy. 421 N., Siler City; 336-763-6402
On the web: https://www.salvationarmycarolinas.org/greens-

boro/chatham/

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com • C: 919-362-6999

50 ACRE SILK HOPE “PLAY FARM”
This gorgeous property has it all with mature pastures 
lined with tall cedars, mountain in the middle and a big 
creek with rocks on the back. This can be your estate 

or weekend getaway!
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the restoration process. 
“You just don’t bring 

a collector car to your 
local dealer for repairs,” 
Tighe said. “Most of  the 
newer mechanics are not 
familiar with these older 
cars, so finding a good 
ol’ mechanic who knows 
these cars is important, 
or you can teach yourself  
to do most maintenance 
and repairs.”

When it comes to the 
Bel Air wagon, Zastocki 
says she had many joy-
filled memories driving 
and riding in the car. Re-
storing it was something 
she and her husband 
wanted to see through. 

“I grew up in this car 
with many memories of  
going to the New Jersey 
shore on weekends,” 
Zastocki said. “I drove 
this car to high school 
and later traveled back 
and forth to New Jersey 
while attending the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island.”

The four-door wagon 
was in need of  a full 
restoration, and Tighe 
and his wife were willing 
to invest the time — and 
more than $100,000 — to 
make it happen.

Tighe began the 
restoration in the fall of  
2011 with the help of  a 
professional car restor-
er in New Jersey. Eight 
months later, the wagon 
has been restored to be 
as good as new. Since 
then, Tighe has taken the 
Chevrolet to classic car 
shows across the country, 
even after he moved to 
North Carolina. 

The closest shows and 
classic car clubs, how-
ever, were more than an 
hour away, which pushed 
the limits of  the old 
Chevrolet. 

“There’s a local car 
club in Raleigh — which 
is too far — we joined, but 
we weren’t going to go to 
the monthly meetings,” 
Tighe said.

The lack of  proximity 
to a classic car club was a 
major factor in O’Neill’s 

decision to scope out po-
tential interest in starting 
the CRCCC. 

“There are car clubs 
that are in North Raleigh, 
there are car clubs that 
are in Sanford, but to pop 
over there just for the 
meeting is a pretty good 
hike,” O’Neill said. “I saw 
a lot of  cars in the neigh-
borhood, and I decided 
that we could probably 
form our own club here.”

The CRCCC plans a 
second meeting in Janu-
ary to finalize member-
ship details — how often 
to meet, what time meet-
ings will be held, organiz-
ing shows and more. 

Tighe said car clubs 
and shows alike have 
allowed him and his wife 
to meet other classic car 
fanatics.

“My favorite part about 
doing this is meeting 
people; that’s what it’s all 
about,” he said. “It’s just 
helping people, help them 
if  they have a problem 
with their car.”

O’Neill hopes the club 
will bring people in his 
community together, and 
he’s aiming to extend an 
invitation to other classic 
car owners in Chatham 
who are interested in 
joining the CRCCC. 

“It’s just a lot of  fun to 
get together with people 
that have the same pas-
sion as you,” he said. “It’s 
all about sharing experi-
ences of  these very, very 
unique cars.”

O’Neill said the club 
may look into hosting 
its own car shows in the 
future, but for now, he 
said members are still 
working to solidify other 
organizational details. 

Tighe, too, hopes the 
club will help him con-
nect to his neighbors and 
his new community. 

“I just really want peo-
ple to be involved and just 
enjoy their cars,” he said. 
“We want to share that 
experience with others.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com and 
on Twitter at @Heeden-
Taylor.

Courtesy of Chris Tighe

The 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air Station Wagon owned by Chris Tighe and Debbie Zastocki has won several 
awards and has been featured in HBO’s ‘A Crime to Remember.’

CARS
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CHATHAM’S ANIMAL RESOURCE CENTER 

How the county shelter has faired since 
Sheriff’s Office transition

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The county’s 
Animal Resource Center — a 
target of  critics of  Sheriff Mike 
Roberson during his successful 
re-election campaign this year 
— has demonstrated measur-
able successes over the last few 
years.

That’s according to Roberson 
and ARC supporters, despite 
what they say is a lack of  fund-
ing and staffing from the county.

“The Sheriff’s Office Ani-
mal Resource Center (ARC) is 
making a positive impact for 
animals and families across 
the county,” Roberson told 
the News + Record during his 
campaign. 

Before the Sheriff’s Office 
annexed the ARC in 2019, eutha-
nasia rates for the animals in 
the shelter were more than 50% 
(579 animals) in 2017 and 43% 
(613 animals) in 2018. Adoption 
rates in 2017 were also low, with 
fewer than 40% (447 animals) 
of  animals entering the shelter 
being adopted out.

Chatham County resident 
and animal activist Rev. Terry 
Dorsey was one of  the commu-
nity members who advocated 
for the formation of  the ARC. 
He helped found “Guardians 
of  Angels” in 2011 — a former 
501(c)3 formed to advocate for 
the construction of  the adoption 
center to county commission-
ers.

The organization worked 
to mobilize and rally commis-
sioners to set aside funding to 
build a state-of-the-art facility 
to house the ARC. Dorsey said 
he and the organization worked 
with former Chatham Commis-
sioner Brian Bock to help gain 
board members’ support for the 
adoption center proposal, which 
cost $5.5 million.

“He and I, we had a lot of  
breakfasts together, and he was 

an animal advocate,” Dorsey 
said. “He got the Republicans 
(on the board) to spend that 
money.”

While the Guardians got the 
adoption center they advocated 
for, it was hard to predict what 
the ARC would look like years 
later. 

Roberson had been asked 
for his department to take 
over the ARC for several years, 
but it wasn’t annexed into the 
Sheriff’s Office’s jurisdiction 
until 2019 — kicking off an 
internal review of how previous 
directors operated the shelter, 
according to Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Communications Officer 
Lt. Sara Pack. 

“A thorough evaluation of  the 
existing facility, standards and 
procedures revealed cause for 
concern,” she said. “Multiple 
directors had unsuccessfully 
requested additional staffing, 
funding and other resources, 
leading to an ongoing struggle 
to meet the growing demand for 
services. It was clear the issue 
would take time, dedication, and 
a clear vision to address going 
forward.” 

Roberson asked for nine new 
positions to add to his 12-person 
staff — for a total of  21 — in the 
2020-21 fiscal year budget; com-
missioners gave him two.  

The current budget for 
operating the ARC is below 
what Roberson requested. For 
2022-23 fiscal year, the ARC 
was allotted about $1.7 million, 
which includes capital expens-
es, salaries for ARC attendants 
and enforcement staff (AROs). 
The operating budget from that 
$1.7 million is just more than 
$480,000, making resources tight 
for the county animal shelter.

The county’s budget process 
goes through various phases of  
design, including department 
presentations, workshopping 
sessions and more. The past 
couple of  years’ budgets have fo-

cused on incoming growth, spe-
cifically in regards to VinFast’s 
proposed plant at the Triangle 
Innovation Point megasite in 
Moncure. 

“We continue to experience 
rapid development, including 
the recent announcement that 
electric vehicle manufacturer 
VinFast will be locating its 
U.S. production facility at the 
Triangle Innovation Point (TIP) 
East megasite in Moncure,” 
Chatham County Manager Dan 
LaMontagne said in a previous 
statement in June. 

The funding Roberson 
requested may not have been 
fulfilled to his liking, but there 
were some positive trends at the 
shelter. The euthanasia rate was 
cut in half  to 29% (270 animals) 
in 2020 and then fell to 21% (204 
animals) in 2021. In addition, 
the adoption rate went from 
just below 40% in 2017 to more 
than 60% (615 animals) in 2021. 
Roberson and his staff believes 
those trends are because of  a 
combination of  various factors, 
including the new ARC facility, 
which is located on 725 County 
Landfill Rd.

The ARC opened its new facil-
ity in Pittsboro back in October 
2021, but the organization has 
relied heavily on other part-
nering organizations to help 
with the growing demand for 
animal-centric services. 

“We are currently in the pro-
cess of  expanding our programs 
and services and have part-
nered with a number of  animal 
experts, medical professionals, 
businesses, rescue groups, 
non-profits, educators and 
volunteers to take our vision for 
the ARC to the next level,” Rob-
erson told the News + Record 
during his re-election campaign. 
“Thanks to such partnerships, 
we have been able to provide 
unprecedented outreach to the 
community, including free or 
low-cost vaccinations, micro-

chipping/tagging services, 
training, and pet supply distri-
bution to those in need.”

Dorsey said he is proud of  
the direction Roberson and his 
department have taken the ARC. 
He said, however, he wants to 
see county officials be more 
engaged and willing to help find 
the solution the staffing issues at 
the ARC. 

“When they (county com-
missioners) when they built 
the shelter, they didn’t antic-
ipate the staff needs,” Dorsey 
said. “Commissioners need to 
allocate more funding for more 
staffing.”

ARC Lieutenant Brandon 
Jones said as an organization, the 
ARC is working with other orga-
nizations, as well as local busi-
nesses, to help provide low-cost 
or cost-free vaccinations, spay/
neuter operations and more. 

“We also hold pet adoption 
‘Eat & Greet’ events at local 
restaurants and promote 
responsible pet ownership at 
community events across the 
county,” Jones said. “But we 
have much bigger plans we are 
eager to implement once our 
team is fully staffed. Whether 
it is a question or concern or 
call for service, every need is 
important.”

According to ARC data 
provided to the News + Record, 
one in four of  the dog-related 
calls the organization receives 
originate from low-income, 
densely populated areas. Ac-
cording to Roberson and ARC 
staff, this may be a result of  pet 
owners in low-income areas 
struggling to keep pets ade-
quately secured, spayed and/or 
neutered, as well as up-to-date 
on vaccinations — all of  which 
incur sometimes unwanted 
costs.

To address this issue, Rob-
erson said he wants to start an 
“Education and Prevention” 
program in his upcoming term 

as sheriff, which would focus on 
low-income communities within 
Chatham to help pet owners 
stay up to date on their pets’ 
medical and physical needs. 

Jones said programs like the 
proposed Education and Pre-
vention initiative would open 
a realm of possibilities for the 
ARC, including the addition of  
more staff and services. For that 
to happen, however, Jones said 
pet owners and the community 
need to be attentive to the needs 
of  their pets. 

“Every ARC pet must be 
spayed/neutered prior to 
adoption — this is vital to our 
mission … However, the spay/
neuter process consumes 
substantial time and resources 
and often requires us to hold 
animals for extended periods 
as we wait for an available 
veterinary doctor,” he said. 
“So we encourage pet owners 
to do their part to spay/neuter 
their pets as soon as medically 
possible to avoid overpopulation 
and unintentional flooding of  
animal care facilities down the 
road. Accidents happen, but we 
should all do our part to help 
prevent them.”

Dorsey said educating the 
public about the importance of  
neutering or spaying animals 
is crucial to alleviating the 
load on ARC’s staff. He said if  
commissioners were to estab-
lish a county-wide approach to 
educating Chathamites on these 
issues, the ARC would be in a 
much better place. 

“They need to not only fund 
Animal Services, but both the 
county and towns need to start 
taking much more seriously. 
animal issues such as breeding, 
tethering, stray abandonment, 
and providing funding for spay 
and neuter clinic right there 
at the shelter,” Dorsey said. 
“They’re just going to have 
to get more serious at several 
levels.”

Extra Curricular 
Activities

College Preparatory
Tuition Free

Chatham Charter School
Chatham Charter School is now accepting applications for openings in kindergarten and limited 

openings in first through eleventh grade for the 2023-2024 school year. Kindergarten applicants must 
be five years of age on or before August 31, 2023. The application period ends on January 27, 2023.  

Applications may be submitted online (www.chathamcharter.org) under the “Admissions” link, at the 
school (2200 Hamp Stone Road, Siler City) or by calling (919) 742-4550.

Chatham Charter School administers all education programs, employment activities, and admissions without discrimination 
against any person on the basis of gender, race, color, religion, ethnicity, national origin, age, disability, ,or other 

legally-protected classification.

La Escuela de Chatham Charter
La Escuela de Chatham Charter ahora está tomando aplicaciones para espacios del kinder y algunos espacios 

desde el primer grado hasta el grado once para el año escolar 2023-2024.  Los niños que asistan al kinder 
deben tener cinco años de edad ántes del 31 de agosto, 2023.  El periodo de aplicación termina el 27 de enero, 

2023.  Puede completar una aplicación al Internet (www.chathamcharter.org) al enlace Admissions, a la 
escuela (2200 Hamp Stone Road, Siler City) o por una llamada (919.742.4550).

 La Escuela de Chatham Charter es una escuela pública, multidenominacional, y no lucrative que provide una 
educación de la calidad para los niños de todos las razas, los credos, una condición de discapacidad, 

y los origines nacionales.

Small Class Size
Individual Attention
Over 30 middle and
 high school sports 

teams offered

Las clases pequeñas
Atención individualizada

Ofrecen ṅas de 30 
equipos de deportes para 

los grados 6-12

Las actividades
extracurriculares

La preparación de 
universidad

Ensenanza gratuita
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GROW YOUR CAREER WITH MOUNTAIRE
Hiring on all shifts! 

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C

4 4 1 1  W  G A T E  C I T Y  B L V D .  |  G R E E N S B O R O  |  N C
8  A M  -  5  P M  |  M O N D A Y  -  F R I D A Y

( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

OUR BENEFITS INCLUDE:
On-site Health & Wellness Center
401(k) and profit sharing
Great benefits
Educational assistance
One week of vacation after 90 days
and additional week after 180 days
Employee discounts on chicken

General Labor starting at 
Industrial Maintenance positions
starting at                                     

        transportation to and from work
from Greensboro or High Point
Guaranteed on-site interviews

(starting pay increases for experience)
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Q&A: Peele has Seaforth’s swimmers 
holding tough, PAGE B2

Leaders share New Year’s wishes  
for Chatham County, PAGE B9

BOYS BASKETBALL

Chargers enter spotlight at John Wall Invitational
BY JEREMY VERNON

News + Record Sports Editor

PITTSBORO — This week, 
the Northwood boys basketball 
team is competing alongside 
some of  the top high school 
teams in the country at the 
John Wall Invitational in 
Raleigh.

The Chargers played two 
games, starting with a Tues-
day tilt against Seventy-First 
(the game ended after press 
time). Northwood was part of  
the “Coby White” region of  the 
showcase, along with Seven-
ty-First, Camden (N.J.) and 
Panther Creek (N.C.).

Playing in tournaments 
like the John Wall Invitation-
al, Northwood head coach 
Matt Brown hopes, will help 
prepare his team for the tough 
situations they’ll encounter in 
the heart of  conference play 
and — eventually — the state 
playoffs. The Chargers are 
coming off a 2021-22 season 
that saw them advance to the 
quarterfinals of  the 3A state 
tournament before falling on 
the road to West Carteret. 

“I feel like our guys, last 
year, going into the Elite Eight 
game, the pressure and the 
crowd really got to us,” Brown 
said. “And now, playing in Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood junior Drake Powell (left) and senior Max 
Frazier (right) high-five during a win earlier this season.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood freshman Cam Fowler lays the ball up in a win 
over Williams on Dec. 13.

CROSS COUNTRY

Caroline Murrell back on track 
after injury-laden first semester

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

After a physically and mentally 
taxing first semester of  college, former 
Northwood state champion Caroline 
Murrell is finally starting to feel like 
her old self.

Murrell — now a freshman for the 
N.C. State cross country and track and 
field teams — joined the Wolfpack over 
the summer after an illustrious high 
school career, but she was quickly side-
lined by back strains and missed most 
of  the cross country season.

N.C. State went on to win its second 
straight national championship in 
cross country back in November, while 
Murrell dealt with something she 
hadn’t experienced before.

“I’ve never really had an injury 
before, so it’s been kind of  new to navi-
gate,” Murrell said. “But it’s better that 
it happened earlier on than later on, so 
I’ll know what to do and how to handle 
it better ... It kind of  took a while to 
figure out what was going on, but we’ve 
got it figured out and I’m slowly start-
ing back running.”

Another factor hampering Mur-
rell’s first semester in Raleigh was the 
process of  learning team dynamics and 
how to view herself  as part of  the team. 
Coming into the program, Murrell ad-
mitted she was intimidated by the suc-
cess of  many of  her older teammates, 
as well as her accomplished coaches.

“When I came in, it was like, ‘Wow, 

I can’t believe I get to be around these 
people,’” she said. “It was kind of  to 
my detriment, I think, because I never 
really wanted to bother my coach 
or bother other people on the team. 
They’re them, and I’m me. But now I’m 
trying to put it into a different perspec-
tive, like I’m part of  them now. They’re 
not out of  my league, or anything.”

Murrell said she has still been deal-
ing with shin splints and plantar fas-

ciitis in her recovery, but she recently 
had been running as many as five miles 
a day before slowing down a touch for 
the holidays. 

The freshman hopes that after she’s 
fully recovered, she’ll be able to com-
pete at the high level she knows she’s 
capable of. Her goals for the next few 
years are to crack the top seven of  the 

Staff photo by Aidan Myers

Former Northwood distance runner Caroline Murrell is a freshman at N.C. 
State. Murrell competes on the Wolfpack’s cross country and track and 
field teams.

The Tar 
Heels have 
found their 

juice 
The North Caroli-

na men’s basketball 
team couldn’t have 
started this season 
on a worse note.

Entering the 
year as the No. 1 
ranked team in the 
Associated Press 
poll, the Tar Heels 
won their first five 
games of  the season 

in less-than-convincing fashion. Then, 
the wheels fell off.

Starting with a 70-65 loss to Iowa 
State in Portland on Nov. 25, UNC 
dropped four straight games, includ-
ing a defeat at Virginia Tech in its 
first ACC game of  the season. The 
Tar Heels fell all the way from No. 1 
to completely outside the top 25. But 
now, as we prepare to enter 2023, head 
coach Hubert Davis and his team 
seems to have found its juice.

North Carolina has won four 
straight games since the loss to the 
Hokies, including back-to-back wins 
over Ohio State and Michigan. In the 
victory over the Wolverines in Char-
lotte last week, the Tar Heels played 
with an intensity that was noticeably 

JEREMY 
VERNON
Sports Editor

National champion wrestler O’Connor helping  
out Seaforth as assistant athletic director

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

It’s not every day you have 
a national champion wrestler 
helping out with your day-to-
day responsibilities, but that’s 
been the exact situation Sea-
forth athletic director Jason 
Amy found himself  this school 
year.

At the start of  the fall 
semester, Amy heard from 
UNC graduate wrestler Austin 
O’Connor about possibly 
interning at Seaforth as an 

assistant athletic director. In 
need of  an internship to fulfill 
the requirements of  his grad 
school program — Masters of  
Education, Innovation, Tech-
nology and Entrepreneurship 
(MEITE) — O’Connor connect-
ed with Amy with some help 
from UNC wrestling coach 
Coleman Scott and professor 
Todd Cherner. 

And the rest, as they say, is 
history.

“All I’m thinking was, ‘All of  
these years, why have I not had 
this?’” Amy said of  bringing in 

O’Connor. “I wish I could have 
had one every year ... Austin 
is trying to shoot for eight 
hours a week. He’s shown up to 
several sporting events so far 
just to see what it is an athletic 
director does. Everyone sees 
you at the game, but they don’t 
see all the behind-the-scenes 
stuff.”

Since starting his internship 
at Seaforth, O’Connor has had 
many responsibilities, from 
putting out a monthly news-

See JUICE, page B2See MURRELL, page B2

See CHARGERS, page B3

See WRESTLER, page B2

Courtesy of Seaforth High School

Seaforth Athletic Director Jason Amy (left) poses with UNC 
wrestler Austin O’Connor, who’s interning with him as an 
assistant.
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CLIPBOARD Q&A | AMANDA PEELE

Peele has Seaforth swimming holding  
its own against tough competition

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports 

Editor

The Seaforth swim-
ming and diving teams 
are currently in their sec-
ond season as a program, 
and their first under head 
coach Amanda Peele.

Under Peele’s lead-
ership, the Hawks have 
had a fairly successful 
2022-23 season so far. At 
their last meet against 
Carrboro, Cary Academy 
and Durham Academy 
on Dec. 15, Seaforth’s 
boys placed first, while 
the girls came in fourth 
against some very strong 
competition.

The Hawks had several 
swimmers post times 
that were good enough 
to qualify for regionals. 
On the girls’ side, fresh-
man Sydney Burleigh 
qualified for regionals in 
the 100-yard breatstroke 
and 100-yard backstroke. 
Meanwhile, junior Char-
ley Howard qualified for 
regionals in the 200 free 
with a time of  2:17.25.

On the boys side, four 
swimmers — sophomore 
Ethan Hepburn (100 
breast and 50 free), fresh-
man Colton Roberts (100 
and 500 free, sophomore 
Ben Lajoie (200 free) 
and sophomore Jackson 

Vaughn (100 back) — 
qualified in their respec-
tive events.

Earlier this week, Peele 
spoke with the News + 
Record about her team’s 
early success and how she 
feels about the year so far 
with only a few months 
until the postseason.

How are things going, in 
your opinion, in your first 
year so far? How do you feel 
about the way the team has 
performed recently?

AMANDA PEELE: I 
have been really, really 
proud of  not just the 
swimmers’ performance, 
which has been impres-
sive, but I’m also seeing 
a lot of  growth on an 
individual level from all 
of  my swimmers. Achiev-
ing qualifying standards 
for swimming is a huge 
deal for the regional 
and championship level, 
which is coming up at the 
end of  our season in Feb-
ruary. While I’m really 
proud of  those kids, I’m 
also proud of  everyone 
across the board. We’ve 
seen a lot of  what we call 
“dropping time,” which 
is a huge emphasis in 
swimming across the 
board. That essentially 
means everyone tries 
to swim a personal best 
every time they swim. 

It’s a great metric for 
personal growth, and 
pretty much everybody 
across the board has been 
doing well in that aspect. 
I’m really proud of  them 
for that.

Our last swim meet, 
it’s funny. We go to these 
competitions and our 
opponents are sometimes 
schools at the 3A or 4A 
level, and Seaforth is cur-
rently 2A. Beyond that, 
we don’t have anyone 
older than a junior right 
now, because the school 
only opened last year. A 
lot of  our swimmers are 
really young, and they’re 
going up against these 
teams. I think we had 
14 swimmers at our last 
event, and I think one of  
the other schools had up 
to 75. It can sometimes 
feel a little bit daunting. 
But the kids have rep-
resented their school 
well, not only with their 
performance, but I’ve 
also been really proud 
of  their sportsmanship 
and the support of  their 
teammates. These swim 
meets can move really, 
really fast. Some of  them 
can do a lot of  racing 
with not a lot of  rest. But 
when they’re not racing, 
I see them cheering for 
their teammates and sup-
porting their teammates 

who are about to race. It’s 
really gratifying to see.

You only have two ju-
niors, with the rest of your 
swimmers being sopho-
mores or freshman. How 
nice is it knowing you don’t 
have to worry about any of 
these kids graduating soon?

It’s amazing to see how 
engaged these kids al-
ready are and how excit-
ed they were to be part of  
this team and help grow 
this team. I only have 
two juniors, and the rest 
are sophomores, but all 
of  them have expressed 
interest in leading their 
teammates and trying to 
establish traditions.

I noticed at one of  our 
swim meets, a lot of  the 
other teams had specific 
cheers and rituals that 
they do before the start 
of  the swim meet. That’s 
something we hadn’t real-
ly built yet. But a couple 
of  my swimmers saw 
that, and within like 60 
seconds, they had made 
a really quick cheer and 
led their teammates in it. 
It was nice to see.

I think of  our 18 
swimmers, about 10 are 
freshmen, so our first 
meet was the first time 
swimming at the high 
school level, and their 
first time swimming at a 

venue as established and 
big and technically-im-
pressive as the Triangle 
Aquatic Center. On top of  
being dwarfed by some of  
the other teams, I’m sure 
that was pretty intimi-
dating. They showed up, 
they got it done and they 
were excited to go back 
and try again.

Sophomore Evan Hepburn 
qualified for regionals in two 
events at your most recent 
meet. What has it been like 
to see him progress from last 
year and have the type of 
success he’s having?

Evan’s a great kid. I 
wasn’t his coach last year, 
but just based on the 
results, he’s definitely im-
proved in the pool. He has 
qualified for regionals, 
along with several of  his 
teammates. But beyond 
his impressive showing in 
the pool, he’s a real leader 
outside of  the pool. That’s 
something I’m really 
grateful for. He’s always 
checking in with his team-
mates to see if  they’re 
doing well, and he’s trying 
to keep them focused. He 
cheers for his teammates 
and encourages his other 
teammates to cheer for 
anyone who’s racing. I’m 
really proud of him and 
his effort, as well as the 
leadership he’s displayed 

this season.

What do you want to see 
from your team these next 
few weeks as you come back 
from the holiday break?

We actually have our 
next competition before 
we have our next prac-
tice. Our swim meet on 
Jan. 6 is at the Asheboro 
YMCA. Our last swim 
practice was on Dec. 19, 
so it will be interesting to 
see how everyone man-
ages with that. That’s a 
combination of  the break 
as well as, it’s been hard 
for us to find a venue to 
host us for swim practic-
es. That will be inter-
esting. But beyond that, 
we only have about four 
more weeks of  practice, 
and then we’re on into 
championship season. 
During that time, I’m 
hopeful to get them back 
working on their condi-
tioning. We’ll also have a 
lot of  meets during this 
time. They’ve already dis-
played their dedication in 
the past. I’m just looking 
for effort, attendance and 
for them to just go out 
there and do their best. 

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

cross country lineup and compete at 
a conference and regional level in her 
track events — the 1,600- and 3,200-me-
ter races.

As a senior at Northwood in 2021-22, 
Murrell had one of  the best years by 
any Chatham County athlete in recent 
memory. After finishing third in the 3A 
state cross country championships in 
November 2021, she added an indi-
vidual state title at the indoor track 
and field championships in February, 
winning the 3,200-meter race in a time 
of  10:46.69.

In the spring, Murrell wrapped up 
her high school career by winning a 
pair of  state titles at the 3A outdoor 

championships, winning the 1,600- and 
3,200-meter races in times of  5:07.44 and 
11:07.69, respectively.

Speaking with the News + Record, 
Murrell said that while her senior year 
didn’t live up to all her expectations, 
she was grateful for the time she got to 
spend at Northwood competing along-
side her teammates.

“I was very happy with the season, 
but I wasn’t completely satisfied,” 
Murrell said. “I think of  my time at 
Northwood and most of  it was special. 
It meant a lot to me, and it taught me 
a lot. But I also know that (my senior 
year) wasn’t my peak. It kind of  just 
gave me more fuel for college.”

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon can be 
reached at jeremy@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @jbo_vernon.  

MURRELL
Continued from page B1

lacking from their ear-
ly-season bouts.

UNC might have to 
thank Michigan for giv-
ing them the shot in the 
arm they so desperately 
needed. 

Well, maybe you could 
call it an elbow to the 
chin.

In the first half  of  the 
win over the Wolver-
ines, North Carolina 
forward Armando Bacot 
caught an elbow to the 
face from center Hunter 
Dickinson. A short time 
later, Dickinson picked 
up a hard foul while try-

ing to stop UNC guard 
Caleb Love from scoring 
an open layup. Love 
took exception to the 
contact, quickly getting 
in Dickinson’s face. A 
few moments later, play-
ers from both sides were 
involved in the scuffle, 
and four players were 
assessed technical fouls 
for their involvement in 
the skirmish.

The shot of  adrena-
line did wonders for the 
Tar Heels, who were 
down by four points, 
26-22, when tempers 
started to flare. From 
there, UNC controlled 
the flow of  the game and 
went on to claim an 80-
76 victory.

Playing with this 
level of  passion and fire 
will be key for the Tar 
Heels as they progress 
through conference play 
and, eventually, into the 
postseason. UNC hopes 
this energy and level of  
intensity will take them 
on a similar path to last 
season, when it entered 
the NCAA Tournament 
as the No. 8 seed in the 
East region before rally-
ing to make the national 
championship game.

If  the Tar Heels have 
plans of  playing in the 
Final Four in Houston, 
they’ll need to channel 
a similar level of  juice. 
They’ll also have to 
rely on their big four of  

Bacot, Love, R.J. Davis 
and Leaky Black to step 
up in big situations.

Bacot has been UNC’s 
top player this season, 
averaging 18.2 points 
and 11.1 rebounds per 
game while shooting 
56.6% from the field. 
Love is averaging 18.3 
points and 3.7 assists 
per game, while Davis 
is averaging 15.9 points 
and 5.5 rebounds.

North Carolina still 
has plenty of  things to 
clean up before tourna-
ment time, especially 
on the offensive end. As 
things stand, UNC is tied 
for 216th nationally with 
13.0 assists per game. 
Last year, UNC averaged 

14.8 assists per game.
The Tar Heels are also 

struggling to shoot the 
ball. Through 13 games, 
UNC is shooting 30.7% 
as a team from beyond 
3-point range and 45.9% 
from the field. Those 
numbers rank 302nd 
and 129th in the coun-
try, respectively.

North Carolina will 
have its hand full the 
next few weeks as it 
continues ACC play. The 
Tar Heels play two of  
their next three games 
at home before hitting 
the road to take on No. 
13 Virginia on Dec. 10.

One thing working in 
North Carolina’s favor is 

the strength of  the rest 
of  the ACC. Normally 
seen as the top confer-
ence in all of  college 
basketball, this year’s 
Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence seemingly features 
no powerhouses. Duke 
is currently ranked No. 
17 and is coming off a 
shocking loss to Wake 
Forest. Outside of  the 
Blue Devils and Cav-
aliers, the only other 
ranked teams in the 
league is Miami (No. 14). 

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

JUICE
Continued from page B1

letter for the Hawks’ 
coaches to compiling the 
school’s athletic sched-
ule.

O’Connor has also been 
tasked with leading the 
charge in setting up Sea-
forth UNIFIED events, 
which are put on for 
students with learning 
disabilities. Over the past 
few months, O’Connor 
said he has created both 
fliers and a website for 
the UNIFIED events. Sea-
forth hosted its first-ever 
Unified Basketball game 
against Jordan-Matthews 
High on Dec. 7.

“Being an athletic 
director is something 
I could potentially see 
doing in the future,” 
O’Connor told the N+R. 
“Working under Jason 
has been a great experi-
ence. It’s kind of  exactly 
what I was looking for. 
He’s been a great mentor, 

and seeing him interact 
with the kids and setting 
up all the events has been 
nice to see. He’s given me 
a lot of  tips about how 
being an athletic director 
works and everything 
that goes into it. You can 
tell how much he loves 
his job and the kids, help-
ing them out and helping 
the sports teams.”

Of course, O’Connor 
still has plenty else on his 
plate. On top of  the in-
ternship and a full class 
load, the grad student 
is still a member of  the 
North Carolina wrestling 
team.

In fact, O’Connor is 
the most accomplished 
member of  the Tar Heels 
team. As a redshirt junior 
in 2020-21, he went 13-0 
in the 149-pound weight 
class en route to being 
named ACC Wrestler of  
the Year honors. At the 
NCAA Championships 
that year, O’Connor de-
feated No. 1 seed Sammy 
Sasso of  Ohio State to 

give UNC its first NCAA 
wrestling gold medal 
since 1995.

The 2021-22 season was 
a challenging one for 
O’Connor. After starting 
the year strong, the wres-
tler suffered a serious 
knee injury that resulted 
in several torn ligaments 
right before conference 
championships. He still 
competed through the 
pain, ultimately taking 
eighth at the NCAA 
Championships to claim 
his fourth All-America 
honor. 

So far this winter, 
O’Connor is 2-0, with 
wins in matches against 
Appalachian State 
and Central Michigan. 
Knowing this will be his 
final season with the Tar 
Heels, O’Connor hopes 
the next few months 
will deliver him another 
shot securing a national 
championship.

“This year I want to go 
out there and redeem my-
self, get a little revenge 

and be back there on top 
of  the podium,” he said. 
“Everything’s going in 
that direction. I just have 
to stay healthy and keep 
training.”

O’Connor said despite 
the added responsibilities 
on his plate, he has been 
pleased with his ability 
to juggle several tasks at 
once.

“It’s been tough, but I 
think I’ve handled it to 
the best of  my ability,” he 
said. “They are both two 
things I love doing, so it 
doesn’t make it too hard 
for me. It’s enjoyable, but 
it’s a new challenge I’ve 
had to take on.”

Each year, Central Electric sponsors 
two rising high school juniors or 
seniors on the trip of a lifetime to 
Washington, D.C in connection with 
the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour. 
While in D.C., you’ll join 1,800 other 
students from across the country to 
meet members of Congress and learn 
more about American history and 
electric cooperatives.

The 2023 trip is June 17-23 and the 
deadline for all applications is Jan. 23. 
Visit CEMCPower.com to apply or to find out more information on 
this incredible opportunity. Central Electric is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

128 Wilson Rd
SANFORD,  NC CEMCPower.com

9 1 9 - 7 7 4 - 4 9 0 0
8 0 0 - 4 4 6 - 7 7 5 2— —

Students, get your applications in for the 
2023 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour!

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.

WRESTLER
Continued from page B1
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the environment we’re 
playing in the John Wall 
Invitational, and some 
really good teams we’re 
playing, I think it’s just 
going to prepare us more 
heading into the playoffs 
and getting where we 
want to get to ... I tell 
our guys, we don’t duck 
around competition. We 
want to play the best to 
be the best, and that’s 
what we’re trying to do 
this year. We want those 
challenges, and we have 
to challenge ourselves.”

The Chargers entered 
the John Wall Invitation-
al with a 9-1 record, with 
their only loss coming 
against Cannon Acad-
emy, the No. 3-ranked 
team in North Carolina, 
according to MaxPreps’ 
rankings. Northwood has 
several impressive wins 
already on its resume, 
including a 71-64 victory 
over Carmel Christian 
— the No. 2 team in N.C. 
— on Dec. 10 and an 81-64 
win over Millbrook on 
Dec. 17.

Northwood is led sta-
tistically by junior Drake 
Powell, a UNC commit, 
who is averaging 20.9 

points, 7.5 rebounds and 
3.8 assists so far this win-
ter. All told, five Chargers 
— Powell, senior Kenan 
Parrish (10.4), junior Jack 
Leighton (9.9), junior Fred 
Whitaker Jr. (8.6) and 
senior Max Frazier (8.6) 
— are averaging at least 
eight points per game.

As far as room for 
improvement, Brown 
believes his team’s de-
fense still has strides to 
make before the start of  
the postseason. Through 
10 games this year, the 
Chargers are allowing 
53.5 points per game to 
their opponents, up from 
41.9 points a year ago.

“I think we’re better 
all-around right now than 
we were at this point last 
year,” Brown said. “I feel 
like last year we were still 
trying to find our identity 
offensively and defensive-
ly. I think we’ve kind of  
found out who we are as a 
team. Now we’re just hon-
ing in on those things that 
we’re really good at, and 
we’re trying to get better 
at those things.”

Wherever the Chargers 
head this season, they’ll 
be led by Powell, who is 
slowly approaching his 
1,000th career point with 
the team (844). The junior 
has taken his game to 

another level this season, 
and seems to thrive in big 
games against big oppo-
nents. Brown has been 
mesmerized by 6-foot-6 
guard/forward during 
his time at Northwood, 
saying, “I’ve never been 
part of  someone or some-
thing like this ever in my 
coaching career.”

Powell is ranked as the 
No. 50 player national-
ly and the No. 6 player 
in North Carolina in 
247Sports’ Class of  2024 
composite rankings.  

“He turns it up when 
it needs to be turned up. 
It’s pretty phenomenal,” 
Brown said. “It’s phe-
nomenal to watch him 
play. It’s kind of  a bless-
ing; he always makes the 
coach look really good. 
He does everything for 
you, and he’s so dang 
coachable. Seeing his 
knowledge of  the game is 
pretty cool to see.”

After the holiday 
break, Northwood re-
turns to Central 3A Con-
ference action on Tues-
day, Jan. 3, at 7:30 p.m. at 
home against Person.

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

CHARGERS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

A group of Northwood players celebrate on the sidelines during the team’s 
53-34 win over Williams on Dec. 13.

AMERICA 
NEEDS
JOURNALISTS
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK • OCTOBER 4-10

Recording daily snapshots in history.

We’ll keep you connected in Chatham. Content online daily and in print weekly.
chathamnewsrecord.com

(off Hwy 64 between Ramseur and Siler City, Watch for Signs)

KILDEE FARM

936 Kildee Church Rd. 

(919) 742-5102

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232
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ARREST BLOTTER
On Dec. 6, William Dennis 
Riker Jr., 46, of  310 W. Phila-
delphia Avenue, Pine Bluff, 
was arrested by Deputy Tyler 
Welch for injury to personal 
property. He was issued a 
written promise to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court on Dec. 14.
On Dec. 7, Tiffany Leigh 
Kearns, 31, of  181 Alex Watson 
Road, Siler City, was arrested 
by Deputy Reid Kirkman for 
magistrate’s order for fugi-
tive. She was issued a $50,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Jan. 30.
On Dec. 8, Dwayne Lenard 
Bland, 44, of  434 Dowd Hill 
Drive, Siler City, was arrested 

by Deputy Andrew Gray for 
failure to appear regarding 
child support. He was issued 
a $25,000 secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Hillsbor-
ough District Court on Dec. 9.
On Dec. 10, Trent Alexander 
Phillips, 36, of  207 Delphus 
Stinson Road, Goldston, was 
arrested by Cpl. Brandal 
Harrington for probation vio-
lation. He was issued a $5,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Dec. 14.
Phillips was also arrested by 
Cpl. Harrington for failure to 
appear. He was issued a $10,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on Dec. 14.
On Dec. 10, Fernando Exau 

Hernandez, 32, of  3212 Hamp 
Stone Road, Siler City, was 
arrested by Cpl. Harrington 
for child support. He was 
issued a $1,200 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear in 
Durham County District Court 
on Jan. 13.

Group arrested in 
connection with armed 

robbery

A series of  arrests have been 
made in connection with an 
armed robbery that occurred 
in Chatham County in early 
November. The victim in the 
case reported being threat-
ened, robbed and held against 

her will in the home of  Peter 
John Mein, 62, of  311 Piney 
Grove Church Rd., Siler City.
Mein, an acquaintance of  
the victim, was subsequently 
charged with felony robbery 
with a dangerous weapon, 
felony financial card theft, two 
counts of  felony obtaining prop-
erty by false pretense, felony 
identity theft, felony conspiracy 
and larceny. Mein was arrested 
on Nov. 27 and held under a 
$15,000 secured bond.
In addition to Mein, investi-
gators have charged Teddy 
Martin, 34, and Tiffany Kearns, 
31, with felony robbery with 
a dangerous weapon, felony 
financial card theft, felony 
identity theft, felony conspir-
acy and larceny. Kearns was 

also individually charged with 
communicating threats. Both 
were arrested and assigned 
$25,000 secured bonds for their 
roles in the crime.
Juan Beiza Rebollar, 30, Codie 
Nicole Johnson, 27, and Missy 
Jo Riddle, 46, were also charged 
with felony robbery with a 
dangerous weapon and false 
imprisonment in connection 
with the incident. Rebollar and 
Riddle were taken into custody 
and assigned $10,000 secured 
bonds while Johnson was held 
under an $11,000 secured bond.
Riddle, Mein, Johnson, Kearns 
and Rebollar are all due to ap-
pear in Chatham County Dis-
trict Court in Pittsboro on Jan. 
30, 2023. Martin was scheduled 
to appear on Dec. 14, 2022.

Property listing forms due in January
Personal and business property as of 

Jan. 1 must be listed with the Chatham 
County Tax Office no later than Jan. 31

CN+R Staff Report

PITTSBORO — The Cha-
tham County Tax Office re-
minds those owning real estate 
that personal and business 
property as of  Jan. 1, 2023, 
must ensure that the property 
is listed with the Tax Office no 
later than Jan. 31, 2023. 

Listings received after this 
date will be subject to a late 
listing penalty equal to 10% of  
taxes owed. 

Forms will be mailed out, 
but property owners also can 
pick up forms at the county tax 
office in Pittsboro or download 
a 2023 listing form at www.
chathamcountync.gov/taxlis-
ting. Property owners who do 
not receive their listing form 
by Jan. 20, 2023, should call 919-
542-8250 to make arrangements 

to list property by the deadline. 
Individuals can mail their 

completed listing forms, and 
they must be postmarked by 
the U.S. Postal Service no later 
than Jan. 31, 2023, to avoid 
penalties. Property also may be 
listed in person at the county’s 
tax office, located at 12 East 
St. in Pittsboro. Owners must 
bring all detailed information 
necessary to identify their 
property and its value, includ-
ing forms that were mailed.

Note that personal property 
listing forms are not used to 
list real estate property and 
any registered motor vehicles 
with tags. Registered motor ve-
hicles are handled by the N.C. 
Division of  Motor Vehicles. 

Individuals who made any 

non-permit changes valued 
at $100 or more to real es-
tate property during 2022 or 
those who need to change the 
registration status of  a vehicle 
should contact the Tax Office. 
Examples of  changes to real 
property impacting the value 
include destruction, acquisi-
tion, erection, and damage. 

Owners must list such 
property as unlicensed vehi-
cles, trailers with multi-year 
registrations, mobile homes 
not designated as real prop-
erty, all types of  watercraft, 
aircraft, and items used in a 
business. Business property 
also includes items used for 
farming, a trade or profession, 
or furnishings or appliances 
provided to a tenant. 

For businesses wanting 
an extension, owners should 
contact the Tax Office at 919-
545-8475 to request a business 
listing extension form that 
extends the deadline to April 
15, 2023. However, the business 
extension form must be com-
pleted and submitted no later 

than Ja. 31, 2023. 
Unpaid 2022 Property Taxes: 

Tax bills mailed in 2022 for 
real and personal property are 
due by 5 p.m. on Jan. 5, 2023. In-
terest will accrue on all unpaid 
balances starting Jan. 6. 

Once tax bills become 
delinquent, the Tax Office 
can begin collection proce-
dures for late bills through 
such methods as garnishing 
wages (removing taxes from 
paychecks), attaching bank 
funds form bank accounts and 
income tax refunds, attaching 
rental income, placing levies 
on personal property, and 
foreclosing on property. 

Also, unpaid real estate prop-
erty taxes will be advertised in 
the newspaper at an additional 
cost to the taxpayer. The taxes 
owed will be advertised in the 
current owner’s name. 

Tax Relief  Options for Spe-
cific Property Owners: North 
Carolina law provides a few 
property tax relief  options for 
the elderly and permanently 
disabled, disabled veterans, 

and certain low-income 
property owners. Information 
about these options and how 
to qualify can be found at 
www.chathamcountync.gov/
taxrelief. Those who no longer 
meet the requirements of  these 
programs must notify the Tax 
Office. Persons receiving the 
tax relief  options are by North 
Carolina law required to have 
a periodic compliance review 
conducted by the Tax Depart-
ment. Those responsible for 
listing the property of  some-
one who is deceased and who 
had qualified for the program 
last year, must notify the Tax 
Office. 

Taxpayers are encouraged to 
review their personal property 
information online at ustaxda-
ta.com/nc/chatham/ or visit 
the Tax Office to verify infor-
mation on file. 

For more information about 
any of  the items listed above, 
or payment of  taxes in general, 
individuals may contact the 
Chatham County Tax Office at 
919-542-8250 or 919-542-8260. 

Courtesy of the Chatham Sheriff’s Office

Pets of the Week:  
Lonnie & Clyde

The Chatham County Sheriff’s Office would like you to meet Lonnie and 
Clyde, 3-month-old neutered males looking for their fur-ever home(s). These 
sweet boys came into the Sheriff’s Animal Resource Center (ARC) with their 
two sisters who have since been adopted. Lonnie and Clyde are both current 
on all vaccines, microchipped, and ready to relocate! Clyde is shy, quiet, and 
enjoys birdwatching. He is incredibly sweet and a peaceful presence in the 
ARC’s feline enrichment room. Lonnie is a bit more outgoing and curious; he 
is affectionate and playful, often nudging Clyde into a game of tag or hide-
and-seek. These two are frequently found napping together or keeping each 
other company on a perch with a view. Relaxation is high on their priority 
lists, so they will do best in a home which allows lounging around on lazy 
afternoons or taking naps after breakfast. Lonnie and Clyde are available for 
adoption separately or as a pair. For more information on how to meet or 
adopt these adorable boys or another deserving pet, please contact the staff 
of the Sheriff’s ARC at 919-542-7203 to schedule an appointment for a visit 
at 725 Renaissance Drive, Pittsboro.
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DEC. 29, 2022 - JAN. 4, 2023   |   Chatham News + Record   |   B5

TEMPLETEMPLE              THEATRETHEATRE

                           

 
 
 
                                                            Downtown Siler City          

OLD NORTH STATE  
                 INSURANCE SERVICES  919-742-3422 

CALL US AT 
919-918-0368Wanderlust

IS AHEAD

You have done amazing things. You’ve packed 
your stuff in a backpack and trekked across 
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an 
800 square foot apartment in the city. 
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SO WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

VISIT GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

SCAN HERE to take our 
“Rightsize your life” 

assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By
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CALL NC TRA VEL
919-742-2839 or  Email Amy: apugh@northcarolinatravel.net

105 N. Chatham Ave, Siler City, NC

MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION TO TRAVEL!

LET NORTH CAROLINA TRAVEL PLAN 
YOUR DREAM VACATION!!



Peasant medicine
At one 

point in 
time, the 
Queen 
banned 
garlic from 
the kitchens 
of  Bucking-
ham Palace 
and Balmo-
rel Castle.

But 
multiple 

studies have concluded that 
it can prevent colds and flu, 
or shorten the duration of  
ones you do get. It can also 
improve circulation, lower 
blood pressure, and reduce 
the risk of  heart attacks 
through better cholesterol 
levels.

As a proud member of  
the peasant class, I’m a big 
advocate of  Bronx vanilla 
(an actual slang term for 

garlic). 
This week’s recipe is most 

definitely peasant food. The 
ingredients are cheap, but 
require time to coax out the 
very best of  each one. It’s 
garlic soup, and a bowl of  
this feels like a fragrant hug 
from that Italian grand-
mother you never had.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullci-

ty.mom.

CN+R ENTERTAINMENT
DEC. 29, 2022 - JAN. 4, 2023   |   Chatham News + Record   |   B7

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Garlic Soup
Garlic confit (recipe follows)
1/4 to 1/3 cup garlic oil (from 

the confit process)
1 loaf country bread, 

something rustic and crusty, 
cut into 1 1/2 inch cubes, crust 
and all

1 cup white wine
2 quarts chicken stock
3-4 cups water
6 bay leaves
3/4 cup heavy cream
salt & pepper

Garlic confit:
35 (yes, 35) cloves garlic, 

peeled
4-5 cups oil (I used combo of 

olive and canola)
Salt & pepper

In a very heavy large pot, put in garlic and cover with oil. 
Sprinkle with salt and pepper, and set on very low, just above 
warm. Cook slowly in oil until cloves are a light caramel color, 
approximately four hours. Cool, and remove garlic from your 
new garlic oil.  You will have more than you need for this recipe, 
so put the excess oil into a container and refrigerate; it can be 
used for a gazillion things.

In the same pot, toast the bread cubes in the garlic oil, a cou-
ple of handfuls of bread with a couple of tablespoons of oil at a 
time. This brown crusty goodness on the bread translates into 
tons of flavor.

When all the bread is toasted, put it all back into the pan, 
along with the garlic confit. Toss together a bit, and then de-
glaze with the wine.

When the wine is cooked off, pour in all the stock, stir, cover, 
and cook very low for about 20 minutes.

Uncover, stir, and add more water, because the bread will 
absorb it like crazy. Keep cooking slowly, and adding water until 
it is the consistency of a cream soup.

Season with salt and pepper. Add and taste until the amount 
is correct, and an extra dimension of flavor is revealed, that 
will literally make you sigh. This soup is simple, so please don’t 
neglect this.

Cook for two or three more hours, and then either use a hand 
blender or a regular blender for it until it’s completely smooth. 
Stir in cream, check for final seasoning, and keep warm (don’t let 
boil) until service.

Yield: one humongous pot of seriously yummy soup. Garnish 
with onion straws.

Onion Straws
1 large yellow onion
Buttermilk
Hot sauce (optional)
Flour

Salt & Pepper
Cayenne pepper (optional)
Vegetable oil for frying

Cut onion in half, peel and slice into very thin half moons. Pour 
2-3 cups of buttermilk into bowl and season with hot sauce if 
desired. Drop in sliced onions and let soak for 10-15 minutes. 

Meanwhile, heat 2-3 inches of oil in large heavy pot to 350°.
Drain onions and set a sieve over a large bowl. Place onions in 

sieve and heavily sprinkle with seasoned flour. Toss to coat. Fry 
in batches until golden (3-4 minutes). Place on paper towels in 
low oven, sprinkle with salt as soon as they come out of the oil.

Makes enough for 6 bowls of soup plus more for snacking. 
Also terrific on burgers.

Photo courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Garlic soup, a tasty delight that feels like a fragrant hug from that Italian grandmother you 
never had. 

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

We are cooperative, social-minded,
curious, inclusive, searching.

A niche firm with an environmental ethic.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com

919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc        

RENTAL APARTMENTS 
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom 
applications now being ac-
cepted. Office hours: Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD #1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8 
accepted. No security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Jy14,tfnc

FOR SALE
FIREWOOD FOR SALE - Dry, 
ready to burn. Call 919-742-
4561, D15,22,29,3tx

TV ANTENNAS - Come by 
MacPage Communications at 
102 N Third Avenue, Siler City, 
919-227-6698, D15,22,29,J5,4tc

AUCTIONS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, business, 
liquidation, estates, land, 
houses, antiques, personal 
property, coins, furniture, con-
signments, benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real estate, personal 
property, estate settlement, 
farms & land, business liquida-
tion. JHA has been conducting 
auctions in the state of NC 
since 1989. Fully licensed Real 
Estate and Auction Firm. NCAL 
#8420 Firm #8086 www.Jerry-
HarrisAuction.com, 919-498-
4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
FOOD SERVICES STAFF, 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Monday – Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc 

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 664
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of ETTA B. THOMAS, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned at his 
address, 229 Hillsboro Street, 
Pittsboro, North Carolina, 
27312, on or before the 8th day 
of March, 2023, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 1st day of December, 
2022.
 Joseph Edward 
Thomas
 229 Hillsboro Street

 Pittsboro, North 
Carolina   27312
GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312-0880

D8,D15,D22,D29,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
TERRY L. PEGRAM, deceased 
of Chatham County, N.C., are 
notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or 
before March 8th, 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery.  
This 8th day of December, 
2022.
Larry W. Pegram, Executor
c/o Manning, Fulton & Skinner, 
P.A.
P.O. Box 20389
Raleigh, NC 27619-0389

D8,D15,D22,D29,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 548
All persons having claims 
against LINDA SUE ROB-
ERTSON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 8th day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 8th day of December, 
2022.
Casey P. Clark, Administrator
110 Audubon Lane
Goldston, NC 27252

D8,D15,D22,D29,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 647
All persons having claims 
against RAYMOND CHARLES 
CROTTS, JR., deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 8th day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 8th day of December, 
2022.
Dana N. Daniel, Executrix
726 MEG-WAG LANE
Chapel Hill, NC 27514  

D8,D15,D22,D29,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 673
All persons having claims 
against ANDREW ANTHONY 
AMARANTE, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 15th day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 15th day of December, 
2022.
John Phillip Amarante, Exec-
utor
110 Swiss Lake Drive
Cary, NC 27513

D15,D22,D29,J5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM 
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 2nd day of 
December, 2022, as Executor 
of the ESTATE OF PATRICIA 
B. LEARNED A/K/A PATRICIA 
LOU LEARNED, Deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 16th day of March, 2023, 
or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to said Estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This, the 15th day of Decem-
ber, 2022.
TONI G. CONSTANT, EXECUTOR 
ESTATE OF PATRICIA B. 
LEARNED
A/K/A PATRICIA LOU LEARNED
C/O Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549fDurham, 
North Carolina  27717

D15,D22,D29,J5,4tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified on the 31st 
day of October, 2022, as 
Administrator of the Estate 
of MADELEINE HAMMILL, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 

against the decedent to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 22nd day of 
March, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their re-
covery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
estate should make immediate 
payment.
This the 22nd day of December 
2022.
W. Woods Doster, Administra-
tor of the 
Estate of Madeleine Hammill
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, N.C. 27330
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, N.C. 27330

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of IRENE 
GRANTHAM SMITH aka IRENE 
LAURA GRANTHAM SMITH, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
the decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned at the 
office of Ivey & Eggleston, 
Attorneys at Law, 111 Worth 
Street, Asheboro, North 
Carolina 27203, on or before 
March 24, 2023, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons, firms or 
corporations indebted to said 
estate should make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This 22nd day of December, 
2022.
Kathy Ellen Smith, Administra-
tor of the 
Estate of Irene Grantham 
Smith  
 aka Irene Laura 
Grantham Smith    
BENJAMIN SCOTT WARREN, 
Attorney 
IVEY & EGGLESTON,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
111 Worth Street
Asheboro, NC  27203
(336) 625-3043

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 000679
All persons having claims 
against CYNTHIA GALE 
THOMPSON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 22nd day of 
March, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.       
This the 22nd day of Decem-
ber, 2022.

Steven Andre Page, Adminis-
trator 

205 Springdale Drive

Pittsboro, NC 27312

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
22 E 662
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of VIVIAN F. ROVER, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at his ad-
dress, 196 Johnny Burke Road, 
Pittsboro, North Carolina, 
27312, on or before the 22nd 
day of March, 2023, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery.  All per-
sons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment.
This 15th day of December, 
2022.
 Rodney T. Rover, 
Executor
 196 Johnny Burke 
Road
 Pittsboro, North 
Carolina 27312
GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312-0880

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tc

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
File No. 19 SP 83
State of North Carolina
County of Chatham 
BOOKER T. FRANKS,   
 
Petitioner, vs.   
 
SHEMIKA SKILLINGS,  
    
   
Respondent. 
NOTICE OF SALE 
Under and by virtue of an 
Order of Sale of the Clerk of 
the Superior Court of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, made 
in this Special Proceeding, the 
undersigned Commissioner 

will on January 6, 2023 at 2:00 
o’clock P.M. at the Chatham 
County Judicial Center, Pitts-
boro, North Carolina, offer for 
sale to the highest bidder for 
cash, the following described 
real estate located in Hadley 
Township, Chatham County, 
North Carolina:
BEING all of Lot #90, contain-
ing 4.505 acres, more or less, 
as shown on a plat entitled 
“Survey for Bobcat Point 
Subdivision – Phase IV; Lots 89, 
90, 102 and 103,” prepared by 
Van R. Finch – Land Surveys, 
PA, dated November 14, 2003, 
revised November 2, 2003 and 
revised December 1, 2003, and 
recorded in Plat Slide 2003-
438, Chatham County Registry, 
reference to which is hereby 
made for a more particular 
description.
The street address of the 
property is 120 Elsa Jane Lane, 
Pittsboro, North Carolina.
The highest bidder will be 
required to deposit $750.00 or 
ten percent (10%) of the bid 
price, whichever is greater, 
with the undersigned Commis-
sioner on the day of sale.  The 
bid will remain open for ten 
(10) days for an upset bid as 
by law provided.  Said property 
is being offered for sale in its 
“as is” condition.  The under-
signed Commissioner makes 
no representation or warranty 
as to the title or any physical, 
environmental, health or safe-
ty condition existing in, on, or 
relating to the property being 
offered for sale, and any and 
all responsibilities or liabilities 
arising out of or in any way 
relating to such conditions are 
expressly disclaimed.
The purchaser shall pay the 
costs of $0.30 per $100.00 
of the purchase price (up to 
maximum of $200.00) required 
by NCGS §7A-306(a)(2).  The 
purchaser shall also pay, in ad-
dition to the price bid, the tax 
imposed by NCGS §105-228.30 
and any other transfer tax.
This 22nd day of December, 
2022.
/s/ Paul S. Messick, Jr., Com-
missioner
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312
Telephone: (919) 542-3253
N.C. State Bar No. 2979
Post Office Box 880
Facsimile: (919) 542-0257
Email: pm@gunnmessick.com

D22,D29,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM NEWS
All persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against 
CYNTHIA JOAN LYMAN, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 22nd day of March, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 22nd day of December 
2023.
Ethan Lyman Haynes, Admin-
istrator
620 Silver Spring Circle
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
c/o John M. Perna, Attorney 
at Law
202 Davis Grove Circle, Suite 
105
Cary, N.C. 27519

D22,D29,J5,J12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations holding claims 
against PAMELA ANN LOPEZ, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
NC are notified to exhibit 
same to the undersigned on 
or before April 3, 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.  
This 29th day of December, 
2022.  
Joseph Lopez, Exec. 
c/o Clarity Legal Group 
PO BOX 2207 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE # 22 E 636
The undersigned, having quali-
fied as Executrix for the Estate 
of RYNOLD CONWAY FOXX, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate to present 
such claims to the under-
signed Executrix c/o Ralph 
A. Evans, Attorney At Law, at 
P.O. Box 1145, Liberty, North 
Carolina 27298 on or before 
March 29, 2023 or this Notice 
will be plead in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to the estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of December, 
2022.
Joe Ann Foxx, Executrix
45 Crestview Rd.  
Siler City, NC 27344
c/o Ralph A. Evans
Attorney At Law

P.O. Box 1145
Liberty, NC 27298
(336) 622-5320

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
22-E-698
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Frederick 
W. Miller, having qualified as 
Administrator of the Estate 
of BRIAN PHILLIP MOORE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the day of March 29th, 2023, or 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 29th of December, 
2022.
Frederick W. Miller, Adminis-
trator
c/o Marie H. Hopper,
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22-E-680
All persons having claims 
against JOHN COOPER, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 29th day of March, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 27th day of December, 
2022.
David Samuel Cooper, Exec-
utor
PO Box 1824
Pittsboro, NC 27312

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 

corporations having claims 
against MICHAEL WAYNE LEM-
MON, deceased, of Chatham 
County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the un-
dersigned on or before March 
29, 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 29th of December, 
2022. 
Monica Elizabeth Lemmon, 
Executor of the 
Estate of Michael Wayne 
Lemmond
 c/o Paul A. Yokabitus, Attor-
ney
1033 Wade Avenue, Suite 104 
Raleigh, NC 27605.

D29,J5,J12,J19,4tc 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete

application and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

North Glen NC
Apartments

1221 West 11th Street, Siler City, NC 27344
Family Households

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Please Call 1 919-742-2395
TDD/TYY # 1 800-735-2962

Handicap Accessible Units

RENTAL ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY
“Rent is based on income”

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
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Chatham leaders share New 
Year’s wishes for the county

The News + Record asked leaders and community members 
across the county to share their 2023 Chatham resolutions

CN+R Staff Report

My 2023 wish for Cha-
tham County is for every 
person in this community 
who wants one of  the 
great jobs on the way to 
be able to acquire the 
skills they need to get 
hired. I also hope that 
everyone will be able to 
have plentiful access to 
clean, good water.

Rep. Robert Reives II, 
N.C. House Minority Leader 
Dist. 54

That our community 
would know Joy, Peace, 
and Truth and that from 
that we would love our 
neighbors and shine like 
a city on a hill to all who 
would see!

Ben Suggs, Pastor at 
Freedom Family Church in 
Siler City

Very careful planning 
of  future development to 
respect Chatham’s rural, 
small-town character and 
attention to the needs and 
interests of  marginalized 
people.

Dennis Streets, Former 
Director of Chatham Council 
on Aging

UNC Health Chatham 
wishes all Chatham 
County residents and 
businesses a healthy 
2023. While we continue 
to experience COVID, 
RSV, and Flu surges, we 
are hopeful for a much 
healthier 2023 and hope 
everyone has an opportu-
nity to connect / re-con-
nect with family and 
friends.

Eric Wolak, Chief Nursing 
Officer for UNC Chatham 
Hospital

My 2023 wish for Cha-
tham County is that our 
elected leaders pay atten-
tion and try to get ahead 
of  the major industries 
that are coming to Cha-
tham. There are already 
wastewater issues in 
Siler City, and affordable 
housing is lacking.

Larry Hicks

That all Chathamites 
experience peace, pros-

perity, good health, and 
abundant love in 2023. 

Lexie Wolf, owner of 
Yoga Garden PBO

My wish for Chatham 
is that we find common 
purpose in keeping the 
best of  the county in the 
midst of  all the change 
and opportunity that is 
coming to us. I hope we 
find ways to preserve our 
natural environment, 
make affordable housing 
a reality, and insure that 
those most in need of  eco-
nomic opportunity get it. 

Vickie Atkinson, member 
of CRC-C

My 2023 wish for Cha-
tham County is that ev-
eryone who needs it finds 
good and helpful sub-
stance abuse and mental 
health treatment, and 
that no one succumbs to 
overdose. 

Judge Allen Baddour, 
Superior Court Judge 
for Orange and Chatham 
Counties

Two wishes for Cha-
tham County for 2023: 
1. Farsighted scientific 
solutions to water use 
and waste water recycle 
that protects our under-
ground water table. 2. 
Cooperative Spirit that 
enables each of  us to see 
beyond our own horizons. 

Dr. John R. Dykers Jr., 
M.D.

One of  my greatest 
desires for the county in 
2023 is seeing a mural on 
the George Moses Horton 
Middle School campus 
displaying African-Amer-
ican trailblazers from the 
county. The CRC-C Mural 
Committee is making 
great strides towards the 
mural becoming a real-
ity.  It is important for 
Chatham County to know 
and acknowledge its full 
history. 

Mary Nettles, President 
CRC-C and Chatham Com-
munity NAACP

For Chatham County to 
keep on finding that place 
where shared values, 
even with other differenc-
es, make room for build-
ing a better community.

Bob Pearson, CRC-C

It is my wish that every 
child in the Chatham 
County Schools feels 
special and seen and val-
ued as part of  our school 

community so that all of  
2023 is filled with excite-
ment for learning

Jane Allen Wilson, Cha-
tham County Schools Board 
of Education

I hope Chatham de-
velops a strong plan for 
its future growth. That 
means preparing for the 
future through things 
like the Small Area Plan 
in Moncure, but also pre-
serving the generational 
land of  those across 
the county. We need to 
prepare for the future 
and listen to the voices of  
those who are currently 
here in the new year.

Diana Hales, former Cha-
tham County Commissioner

After an amazing 2022, 
my wish for Chatham 
County is that 2023 is a 
year for all our residents 
to be excited for the 
future and be proud that 
they are part of  this great 
place to live.

Dan LaMontagne, Cha-
tham County Manager

I hope for continued 
success on and off the 
field by all of  our stu-
dent-athletes across the 
county.

Cameron Vernon, North-
wood High Athletic Director

I want to empower 
student athletes with 
values to become lifelong 
learners who will make 
positive contributions 
to our society. We need 
to encourage more 
intentional compassion, 
gratitude and positivity 
as coaches and our team 
members and use kind-
ness as an antidote to 
the stress we are feeling. 
Receiving a compliment, 
words of  recognition, and 
praise can help us feel 
more fulfilled, boost our 
self-esteem, and trigger 
positive emotions.

Jason Amy, Seaforth High 
Athletic Director

My wish for Chatham 
County in the new year is 
that we continue to build 
on the amazing momen-
tum we have in creating 
new jobs, investment and 
opportunities for all citi-
zens.  Our team is grate-
ful for the support of  our 
board, our investors, and 
our elected officials.

Michael Smith, President 
of Chatham Economic De-
velopment Corporation

Comprehensive 
Transportation 

Plan updates will 
begin in 2023

BY ANA LUCIA CIRO
News + Record Correspondent

Chatham County and the N.C. Dept. of  Transporta-
tion are preparing to update the county’s Comprehen-
sive Transportation Plan (CTP) in 2023. 

“For Chatham County, specifically, one of  the big 
things that has led to the recent discussion of  a new 
update is the introduction of  VinFast and Wolfspeed 
in the county,” said Brandon Dawson, Chatham 
County’s transportation and conservation planner.

The CTP is a multi-modal transportation plan 
covering pedestrians, cars, busses and bikes. The CTP 
seeks to identify transportation needs for the next 
25-30 years.

“These are long range plans for the region, that 
kind of  look at what the region’s going to look like 
and need as it relates to all things transportation,” 
Dawson said.

According to Census Bureau Longitudinal Employ-
er-Household Dynamics (LEHD) Origin-Destination 
Employment Statistics data from 2019, Chatham 
County has about 6,000 commuters who stay in the 
county and about 24,000 commuters who leave the 
county for work. Chatham Chamber of  Commerce 
reports in its State of  Chatham Databook 2022 that 
the majority of  commuters drive alone in the car. 

Certain factors limit residents’ access to non-car 

See PLAN, page B10

Rechargeable
Get up to 30 hours 
of quality sound on 

a single charge†

Easy Connectivity
Stream music, audio 

and calls directly to your 
hearing aids

Weather & Sweatproof
Suitable for all lifestyles

Voted #1 Hearing Care Retailer

Hearing Loss?
Beltone Can Help

Hearing Aids
Starting at $ 7 99

Terms and conditions apply. Available 10/1/22-12/31/22 at participating 
locations on qualifying purchases. See store for details. Jabra Enhance 
Plus not eligible for discount.

Schedule Your FREE Hearing Screening

(877) 734-5489

Beltone Hearing Aid Set* 
+ A Free Cleaning Set
with Purchase

Get
Limited Time Offer!

Beltone Imagine™ BTE Beltone Imagine™ Custom Jabra Enhance™ Plus

with purchase

(866) 327-0721

N O W  T H R O U G H
D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 2

ON ANY NEW ACCOUNT 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

USE CODE: GIFT50

Get $5O

© 2022 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation on approved 
credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. New customers receive 
$50 for a new account activated by December 31, 2022. Off er will be applied as two monthly credits of 
$25. Credits will be made to customers invoice and will not be in excess of the monthly total. If the balance 
is less than $25, remaining credit will be forfeited. Promotional credits will be applied to customer’s account 
and remain valid only for accounts remaining in service. If account becomes inactive for any reason prior to 
receiving the full amount, any remaining credits will be forfeited. Off er may be modifi ed or discontinued at 
any time and may not be combined with other limited time off ers. Off er not redeemable for cash, has no cash 
value and is not transferable or refundable. Off er cannot be redeemed in retail locations.

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 844-341-3507

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roofi ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-585-1815

Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. 
This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc 
(“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be avail-
able in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you call the number 
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers 
using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeser-
vicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. NC License Number: 83195

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer 
reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 
system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 
0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 
52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 
Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 
41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH
E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

When outdoors, your impact 
should be smaller than this ad.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 866-579-0885

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take 
the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 
833-586-8395

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

SAVE MONEY ON 
EXPENSIVE AUTO REPAIRS! 
Our vehicle service program 
can save you up to 60% off 
dealer prices and provides you 
excellent coverage! Call for 
a free quote:  877-324-4071  
(Mon-Fri :9am-4pm PST)

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Pest, rodent, termite and 
mosquito control.  Call for a 
quote or inspection today 877-
593-6072

AUTO INSURANCE 
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH! 
Call for your fee rate 
comparison to see how much 
you can save!  Call:  833-472-
0580

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
833-649-2292

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 

workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
938-0700

Caring for an aging loved one? 
Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and 
in-home care? Caring.com’s 
Family Advisors are here to 
help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your 
family. Call for your FREE, no-
obligation consultation: 1-866-
327-0721

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients 
of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-877-224-7739

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress 
#6258

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees canceled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-213-
6711

Statewide Classified
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Submitted photo

Chatham Chamber’s board, staff
 
Chatham Chamber’s leadership includes, front row, from left: Nkosi 
Campbell, Administrative Assistant Mary Bowman, President Cindy 
Poindexter, Kathy Simmers, James Vose, Sharon Dickens, Phillip Pappas 
and Travis Patterson. Second row, from left: Debbie Andleton, Chris Elkins, 
Stephanie Terry, Dr. Karen Barbee, Nancy Wykle and Jason Hoyle.

transportation. For ex-
ample, Chatham County 
currently does not have a 
bike shop within county 
limits. Chatham Transit 
is the only bus provid-
er working largely by 
reservation and with two 
routes. 

“Having multimodal 
options for transpor-
tation is a documented 
strategy and goal for the 
county,” Dawson said. 

Chatham’s updated 
CTP will need to accom-
modate the effects of  
developments such as 
VinFast and Wolfspeed’s 
new facilities. The CTP is 
updated every five to 10 
years with the last update 
in 2016-2017.

In 2021, the Chatham 
County Community As-
sessment was conducted 
by the Chatham Health 
Alliance, Chatham 
Hospital and Chatham 
County Department 
of  Public Health. The 

Assessment found that 
Black and Hispanic/
Latinx adults were more 
likely to use public 
transport than white, 
non-Hispanic adults. 
Additionally, they found 
that more than 25% of  
Hispanic/Latinx adults 
reported that there were 
no sidewalks where they 
needed to walk. This 
reflects a need for varied 
transportation options 
in the county. 

The CTP is only the 
first step in the approval 
process for a transpor-
tation project. Chatham 
County falls largely in 
the Triangle Area Rural 
Planning Organization. 
However, the northeast 
corner of  Chatham falls 
under the Durham Chap-
el Hill Carrboro Metro-
politan Planning Orga-
nization. Once a project 
is added to the CTP that 
covers its respective area, 
the Rural Planning Orga-
nization or Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 
can submit the project to 
NCDOT. 

“And then from there 
starts the process of  
getting it into what is 
called the STIP, which 
is the State Transpor-
tation Improvement 
Plan,” Dawson said. 
“The STIP is a 10-year 
fiscally constrained 
plan. So that is managed 
by the state.”

The STIP is a da-
ta-driven plan including 
all NCDOT funded trans-
portation projects. “We 
can use a travel demand 
model to predict where 
the traffic is going to go,” 
Scott Walston, a trans-
portation engineering 
supervisor at NCDOT 
said. “It’s a projection, 
and it’s an estimate 
based on what we have 
now, what the conditions 
may be like [in] the year 
2050.”

After evaluation, proj-
ects added to the STIP re-
ceive a cost estimate and 
timeline for completion. 

CTP updates are decid-
ed at a series of  meetings, 
all of  which are open to 
the public. 

“I encourage anybody 
in the public that is 
interested to participate 

because the locals know 
the future,” Walston said. 
“We want to develop a 

plan that everybody’s 
happy with as much as 
possible.”

PLAN
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Randolph Communications donates  
to Seven Local Food Banks

CN+R Staff Report

ASHEBORO — Randolph 
Communications held its 6th 
annual Food Harvest Drive 
during the months of  Octo-
ber and November, collecting 
non-perishable food items at 
their two office locations locat-
ed in Asheboro and Liberty. All 
donations that were received 
for the Food Harvest Drive 
were matched by Randolph 
Communications, which 
totaled 3,172 non-perishable 

items. All items were donated 
to seven local food banks in the 
areas they serve.

• Bennett School, located in 
Bennett

• Christians United Incorpo-
rated of  Southern Randolph 
County, located in Seagrove

• CUOC of  Randolph County, 
located in Asheboro

• High Falls Area Food Pan-
try, located in Robbins

• Liberty Association of  
Churches, located in Liberty

• Lydia’s Place, located in 

Asheboro
• Robbins Area Christian 

Ministries Food Pantry located, 
in Robbins

Randolph Communications 
partnered with Lowes Foods 
for two weeks in October, 
which then set up a donation 

box at its Asheboro location so 
that customers could donate at 
checkout. Companies such as 
Pinnacle Financial Partners, 
Movement Bank, First Bank of  
Asheboro and Walmart donat-
ed to the Food Drive.

“Our company’s mission 
is to improve the lives of  our 
customers and communities, 
so giving back to the areas we 
serve means so much to our 
company,” said Stephanie Gee, 
Marketing Director. “We look 
forward to our Food Harvest 

Drive each year and are grate-
ful for the support we receive 
from the community. Randolph 
Communications is dedicated 
to improving the lives of  its 
customers and communities 
they serve.”

Randolph Communications 
is proud of  its more than 68 
years of  serving our neighbors 
and communities in, Ala-
mance, Chatham, Davidson, 
Guilford, Lee, Moore, Mont-
gomery and Randolph coun-
ties.

Randolph 
Communications is 
proud of its more than 
68 years of serving our 
neighbors.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum


